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A ‘new’ county of Suffolk by end of century

The number of houses in Suffolk will double by the turn of the century if the
Government continues with its current building rates.

In 2006 the housing stock in Suffolk stood at 310,983, but that figure will rise
dramatically if building growth continues at current rates creating the
equivalent of “a new county of Suffolk” by 2100.

The warning comes from the Suffolk Preservation Society, the county’s
leading environmental group, which is concerned about the implications of the
Government’s building plans.

The Society Director, Richard Ward, said: “We feel strongly that people should
be aware of what the Government’s building proposals mean to Suffolk.

“If new homes continue to be built at the current rate there will be 140,800
extra homes in Suffolk by 2050. By the turn of the century there will be so
many new houses there would practically be a new county of Suffolk, with a
housing stock of more than 600,000.”

The Government’s proposals indicate an annual build rate of 3,200 new
homes every year up to 2021, although many local authorities predict they
could be put under pressure to increase that figure in the near future.

Mr Ward added: “While we understand and are sympathetic to the need for
more housing, we are alarmed by the predicted rate of growth, which we feel
could put the rural nature of Suffolk under threat.

“We must ensure that new development does not come at the cost of
destroying or compromising the beautiful and open countryside that makes
Suffolk such a beautiful place to live, work and visit.
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“To have a Suffolk with double the amount of homes than currently exist is,
quite frankly, a worrying thought and we urge the local authorities to ensure all
necessary infrastructure, such as adequate roads, schooling and shopping
facilities are in place before pemission for new housing developments are
granted.”
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For more information contact:

Richard Ward, SPS, tel 01787 247179, or Patrick Lowman at Geronimo
Communications, tel 01284 768935.
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