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SPS Bulletin  

July/ August 2019  

 
The following is a summary of the key areas of work that the SPS professional staff has 
been focussed on. Our representations can be read, in full, on the SPS website or by 
selecting the town/village name. 

 
 

Key involvements: 

 
Sunnica East and West – 500MW solar energy farm. SPS issued a strongly worded 

response to the non-statutory public consultation in July. We acknowledged the important 

contribution that renewable energy must make towards securing the Nation’s future energy needs 
whilst raising a number of environmental considerations. The concerns include the 

significant harmful visual impacts resulting from the scale, height, orientation and layout 
of the proposals; impact on heritage assets including the setting of the Freckenham 
Conservation Area, Bow Barrow at Chalk Hill and listed buildings in proximity to the 
Sunnica East boundary; significant impact on the public right of way network, county 
wildlife sites; residential and visual amenity.  We also highlighted the chronic absence of a 
fundamental level of information and detail within the consultation documentation.  

 
Hadleigh – 1 dwelling on land adjoining Hadleigh Hall, Pound Lane. SPS joined other 
heritage consultees in objecting on the grounds that the proposed development is located 
in a highly sensitive site in the centre of Hadleigh Conservation Area, surrounded by a 
concentration of designated heritage assets including the parish church and Hadleigh 
Hall. The proposed development site forms part of the principal open space which is 
historically and visually at the heart of the conservation area.  

Kersey – 6 dwellings. Babergh District 
Council are reconsidering an application for 6 
dwellings to the rear of 1-6, The Street, a 
listed grade II* terrace dating from the 14th to 
the 17th century and within a designated 
conservation area of national significance. 
The application is being reconsidered after 
the planning committee’s previous decision to 
approve the scheme was challenged as the 
local need for these houses and the heritage 
impacts had not been fully considered. Whilst 
SPS recognises the benefits of more affordable 
and smaller open-market properties, we 
continued to express serious concerns 

around the significant heritage harm that will result from the development of this 
sensitive site. 

Thorington – Proposed extension to existing poultry farm. SPS has raised concerns 
about the intensification of the facility in this deeply rural historic location and the 
potential impacts upon the setting of listed buildings resulting from increased traffic, 
odour, noise and dust. An Heritage Impact Assessment had not been submitted and 
therefore no reliable decisions can be arrived at in the absence of this key assessment. 

http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Sunnica%20-%20public%20consultation%20response%20-%20Final.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Land%20East%20of%20Hadleigh%20Hall%20-%201%20dwelling.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Kersey%201%20-%206%20The%20Street%20reconsideration.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Poultry%20Farm%20-%20Thorington.pdf
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Westerfield – 8 dwellings. SPS had previously strongly objected to an earlier application 
for 22 dwellings and upheld its objection. Despite the reduction in the number of 
dwellings, SPS maintained that the proposed development will result in harm to the 
setting of The Old Glebe and its wider relationship with St Mary’s parish church. It will 
also result in harm to the landscape character of the area by eroding a key strategic green 
space between the village and the proposed Ipswich Garden Suburb.  

Also: Bury St Edmunds – redevelopment of Cornhill Walk Shopping Centre; Southwold - 
extension to existing property and 1 new dwelling in Cautley Road; Mendlesham - 49 
dwellings, land north east of Chapel Road; Westleton – 20 dwellings; Woodbridge – 
resubmission of application for 100 unit residential development, retail units, car parking 
on the site of former the council offices at Melton Hill.  

Neighbourhood Plan Consultations – Aldham and Beccles  
 
 

 
Outcomes: 

 
 
Wangford Quarry – Despite strong 
objections from SPS, the AONB Partnership 
and others, an extension to the current 
quarry site, wholly within the Suffolk Coast 
and Heaths AONB, was included within the 
emerging Suffolk County Council’s 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan.  We have 
therefore welcomed an interim report from 
the Planning Inspector following the public 
inquiry into the plan which has called for 
the removal of this site due to its impact on 
the designated landscape and a lack of 
demonstrated need. 

 
Stowmarket – 160 dwellings - proposals to develop a site at Poplar Hill were taken to 
appeal following their refusal by Mid Suffolk DC.  SPS had objected as the site is elevated, 
of a high scenic value and makes a significant contribution to the setting of St Mary's 
Church, a grade I listed building. The site also forms a strategic gap between Stowmarket 
and Combs and its development would give rise to coalescence of these two quite distinct 
settlements.  We were pleased that the appeal was dismissed. 
 
Clare – Office and storage building, The Old Waterworks, Sheepgate Lane. SPS raised 
objections to an application for conversion and erection of a new building due to the 
impact of the proposals on the Clare Conservation Area, the adjacent Lower Common, 

which is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, and the character of the landscape. SPS 
considered the proposals detrimental to the character of the countryside and called for the 
appropriate Heritage Assessment and Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment to be 
carried out prior to a final decision. This application has subsequently been withdrawn. 

Great Waldingfield Conservation Area – the proposed extension of boundary to the 
conservation area has been adopted 

http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Glebe%20House,%20Westerfield%208%20dwellings.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Cornhill%20Shopping%20Centre%20redevelopment.150719.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/11%20Cautley%20Road%20Southwold%20IP18%206DD.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Mendlesham%2049%20dwellings%20-%20amendment.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Westleton%20-%2020%20houses.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Melton%20Hill%20Redevelopment%20Woodbridge%203rd%20submission.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Aldham%20submission%20consultation%20050719.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Beccles%20NP%20%20Pre-submission%20consultation.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Clare%20Sheepgate%20Lane.pdf
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Rickinghall and Botesdale Neighbourhood Plan – following Examination the Planning 
Inspector has recommended that the Neighbourhood Plan go forward to referendum. 

 

Other:  
 

 Jo Churchill MP - the Chairman and the Director met with Jo Churchill, MP for 

Bury St Edmunds, and discussed a wide range of planning issues across her 

constituency focussing in particular on the quantity and quality of residential 

permissions in Mid Suffolk. 

 

 Media training – SPS once again welcomed Paul Simon, of Isiah Consulting, to run 

our Media training event for campaigners and community groups  at the Ansell 

Centre in Hadleigh. Attendees included representatives from Parish Councils, 

Neighbourhood Planning Groups and local and positive feedback was received from 

those attending 

 

 Sunnica Solar Farm  - the Director and Planning Officer met with local campaign 

group SayNoToSunnica to advise on campaign strategy and also attended a 

consultation event with developer Sunnica 

  

Media Coverage: 
 
Suffolk’s Manifesto – A call to action (Suffolk Free Press 8 August 2019) 
 
Woodland could be lost as EDF makes way for Sizewell C (EADT 11 August 2019) 
 
The future is in all our hands (EADT Suffolk Magazine August 2019) 
 
An open letter to Boris (Director’s Monthly column - EADT 12 August 2019) 
 
Three cheers for the preservation society (letter to EADT - 19 August 2019) 

 

http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Suffolk%20Free%20Press%20-%20Manifesto%20-%208%20August%202019.jpg
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/coronation-wood-to-be-felled-for-sizewell-c-1-6209336
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/EADT%20Suffolk%20Mag%20Aug%2019_SPS.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/EADT%2012%20Aug%20An%20open%20letter%20to%20Boris.jpg
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/EADT%20Aug%2019th%20Three%20cheers%20for%20preservation%20society.jpg

