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The following is a summary of the key areas of work that the SPS professional staff has 
been focussed on. Our representations can be read, in full, on the SPS website or by 
selecting the town/village name. 

 

Key involvements: 
 
East Suffolk Historic Environment Supplementary Planning Document – SPS has 
responded to a scoping consultation to replace existing heritage documents from across 
the Suffolk Coastal and Waveney districts. We called for the document to: encourage early 
engagement between the developer and local authority; cover both designated and non 
designated heritage assets as well as boundary treatments, historic landscapes and the 

setting of heritage assets. We also urged that reference is made to public realm works 
within conservation areas which can impact their character if carried out insensitively.  
 
5G permitted development consultation – SPS has responded to a government 
consultation aimed at accelerating the deployment of 5G and extending mobile phone 
coverage.  We have emphasised the senstivity of sites within designated landscapes, such 
as AONBs, and within the setting of designated heritage assets, and have called for 
restrictions to increased permitted development rights for registered providers. 
 
Chilton, Waldingfield Road – SPS raised strong objections to a reserved matters 
application on a site which has outline consent for 130 dwellings.  Our concerns relate to 
the landscaping plan which shows a marked reduction in the proposed tree planting from 
that indicated on the consented masterplan. A substantial tree belt beside the road 
together with planting within the scheme, including an orchard,  had previously been 
proposed to mitigate the impact of the development on the setting of Chilton Hall and its 
Registered Park and Garden.  Historic England has also submitted an objection to the 
reduced landscaping.  
 
Aldeburgh, High Street – SPS has objected to proposed roof alterations to increase the 
height of an unlisted, 19th century property located prominently within the Aldeburgh 
Conservation Area on the High Street.  The proposals would have a detrimental impact on 
a key view through the conservation area from Town Steps looking east and on adjacent 
listed buildings. 
 
Great Waldingfield – SPS has objected to proposals for 6 dwellings on a constrained site 
adjacent to an unlisted farmhouse and a redbrick crinkle-crankle, or serpentine, wall.  
The site is immediately adjacent to the conservation area and the proposals would 
obscure all views of the wall and would appear prominent and entirely incongruous in the 
this rural location. 
 

Elmswell, Mulberry Farm – SPS has objected to the conversion of a curtilage listed farm 
building into a dwelling and the erection of a new dwelling in this historically significant 
and highly sensitive site.  We argued that the site is functionally related to Mulberry 
farmhouse and farmyard group, and is one of the few remaining areas of open 
undeveloped parcels of the Button Haugh Common, an undesignated heritage asset.  
 
Also Lavenham Priory, Cautley Road, Southwold 

 

http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Waldingfield%20Road%20130%20dwellings_Reserved%20Matters.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/101%20High%20Street,%20Aldeburgh.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Great%20Waldingfield%20-%206%20houses.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Elmswell,%20Mulberry%20Farm%201%20dwelling.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Lavenham%20Priory%20-%20amended%20scheme.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Cautley%20Road,%20Southwold%20-%203rd%20scheme.pdf


2 
 

 

Outcomes: 
 
Brettenham, Old Buckenham Hall – SPS had raised concerns regarding the development 
of 8 houses within the parkland setting of grade II* listed Old Buckenham School.   This 
was presented as enabling development to raise funds for developments at the school.  
SPS considered that there would be a harmful impact on the landscape setting of Old 
Buckenham Hall and that the scale, density and design of the proposals was 
inappropriate to the wider conservation area which is rural and sparsely developed. 
Although a welcome reduction in number of units to 7 was achieved, the application has 
now been approved.  
 
Woodbridge, redevelopment of former council offices - Councillors have approved the 
controversial scheme for the redevelopment of the council offices, colloquially known as 
the “cheese wedges”, against a backdrop of strong opposition from Historic England, 
National Trust, Woodbridge Town Council, Woodbridge Society and the SPS. The height 
and massing of the blocks of flats will result in harmful impacts upon the setting of listed 
buildings, the Conservation Area and views from the AONB across the Deben, and in 
particular from Sutton Hoo. 
 
Mendlesham – 49 dwellings – this application has been refused at committee against 
officer recommendation. SPS had written to support the Parish Council in objecting to this 
development which was on a site not allocated for housing within the adopted 
Mendlesham Neighbourhood Plan and which would seriously impact one of the important 
views identified within the Plan.  

 

 
Other involvements: 
 
Landscape Training: SPS ran a successful training workshop for 25 Neighbourhood 
Planning groups, Parish and Town Councils and other interested parties on landscape. 
The training took place at Haughley Park Barn and was delivered by Alison Farmer of 
Alison Farmer Associates and Ruth Elwood of Elwood Landscape Design. 
 
National Design Guide: The Department of Housing, Communities and Local Government 
has published updated planning guidance on design which sets out ten characteristics of 
well-designed places and is illustrated by projects that demonstrate good practice.  
 

 
Media Coverage: 
 
Our heritage is irreplaceable - Suffolk Free Press 3 October 
 
Great protection for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty - EADT 7 October 
 
The war against poor housing design continues – EADT 28 October 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-design-guide
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Suffolk%20Free%20Press%20-%203%20Oct%202019.jpg
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/Great%20protection%20for%20AONB%20EADT%20071019.pdf
http://www.suffolksociety.org/moderator/uploads/EADT%20281019%20FC%20THE%20WAR%20AGAINST%20POOR%20HOUSING%20DESIGN.jpg

