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The following is a summary of the key areas of work that the SPS professional staff has been focussed 
on. Our representations can be read, in full, on the SPS website or by selecting the town/village name. 

 

Key involvements: 
 
Ipswich, Carr Street – SPS was asked by Ipswich BC to 
review a pre-application consultation for a new 
primary school requiring the demolition of the Co-op 
buildings which are locally listed.  In our response we 
objected to both the loss of these historic buildings 
and the proposed design of the new school which 
would not reflect the scale of the surrounding 
buildings and would detract from the existing strong 
streetscape.  The scheme is contrary to the Ipswich 
local plan which, in promoting the redevelopment of 
this part of the town, specifically requires the 
retention of the historic Carr Street facades.  
 
Hartest, The Paddocks – SPS has supported the Neighbourhood Plan group in raising concerns regarding 
this scheme for 6 houses on the edge of the village, within the conservation area.  This proposal is being 
considered for the third time,  having twice been approved by Babergh planning committee, contrary to 
officer recommednation, and twice been successfully challenged by a local resident via judicial review.   
SPS has called for independent heritage and landscape assessments to be commissioned by BDC to fully 
assess the level of harm of the proposals on the edge of the village.   
 
Sudbury, Victoria Hall, The Conservative Club and New Hall – SPS has supported the Sudbury Society in 
objecting to an application for 6 houses which includes the demolition of 3 locally listed buildings within 
the conservation area.  We urged that the advice of a conservative, problem solving engineer should be 
sought with a view to minimising the demolition of these non-designated heritage assets which include 
an important survival from the silk industry and a C19th theatre.  We also raised serious concerns 
regarding the proposed design of the replacement buildings and recommended that the applicants take 
the scheme to the Suffolk Design Review Panel for independent review.   
 
Ashbocking, Green Farm – SPS has objected to outline plans for up to 28 houses on a redundant pig 
farm which include the total loss of the late C18th /early C19th timber framed barn, a non-designated 
heritage asset. We called for a comprehensive survey of the barn to inform the decision about its 
retention with a view to possible conversion. 
 
Also: Needham Market High Street, new dwelling; Falkenham, residential conversion, Swiss Farm; Great 
Bealings, planning in principle; Hoxne, 5 dwellings, Harkstead, 6 dwellings.  

https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/48-68-Carr-Street.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Hartest-Lawshall-Road-5-dwellings.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Victoria-Hall-New-Hall-Conservative-Club-Sudbury-6-houses.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Ashbocking-28-dwellings2.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Needham-Market-30-High-Street.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Falkenham-conversion-to-residential.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Great-Bealings-permission-in-principle.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Great-Bealings-permission-in-principle.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Hoxne-5-dwellings.pdf
https://www.suffolksociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/Harkstead-6-dwellings.pdf


 

 
Outcomes: 
 
Great Waldingfield – an application for 6 dwellings on a site adjacent to an unlisted farmhouse and a 
crinkle-crankle, or serpentine, wall has been refused.  SPS had raised objections as the site is adjacent to 
the conservation area and the proposals would obscure all views of the wall and appear incongruous in 
the this rural location.  
 
Aldeburgh, High Street – SPS objected to roof alterations to an unlisted, C19th property located 
prominently within the conservation area which would have a detrimental impact on a key view from 
Town Steps and on adjacent listed buildings. The application has been refused. 
 
Cautley Road, Southwold – SPS supported the town council in raising strong design objections on a 
second application to extend, and erect a further dwelling, on the end of an attractive terrace within the 
conservation area.  The application has been refused.  
 
Bawdsey Manor – proposals to create a canoeing lake within the registered park and garden at Bawdsey 
Manor have been approved. SPS had raised concerns over proposed screening bunds, noise levels, and 
the lack of detail on hard landscaping.  A number of positive alterations to the scheme were made, 
including the removal of the bunds. 

 
Brantham – a Gladman application for 150 houses to the west of Brantham Hill has been refused.  This is 
a welcome decision.  SPS had objected on the grounds of impact of the large development on the 
adjacent Dedham Vale AONB.  The site was in open countryside and did not represent a logical 
expansion of the village.  

 
Hadleigh – an application for a single large dwelling at the heart of the conservation area has been 
refused.  SPS, Historic England, the Hadleigh Society and the town council had all urged that the highly 
sensitive site surrounded by a concentration of heritage assets including the parish church, the Deanery 
Tower, the Guildhall, the Deanery and Hadleigh Hall, be retained as an open space to safeguard the 
character of the area. 
 
Thorington - 3 poultry rearing barns – SPS had highlighted the potential impact on heritage assets of the 
increased noise, odour and vehicular movements from the expansion of an existing poultry farm.  
Approval was granted and SPS is expecting a number of similar applications for intensive poultry rearing 
sheds to supply the new poultry processing facility at Eye. 

 
Thornham Magna – an application for a bridge to provide additional vehicular access to a dwelling has 
been approved by the MSDC planning committee.  SPS had responded to a request from the Parish 
Meeting to support their concerns regarding the removal of a trees and hedging and associated impact 
on the street scene and setting of listed buildings.  

 
Wangford quarry – SPS had objected to an application to further extend the time period for use of land 
within the Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB for gravel extraction, calling for a reinstatement of the 
landscape. The original permission was based on an undertaking to end quarrying and restore the land 



by 2007. This application sought a further delay until 2032.  Despite a number of objections, the 
application was approved. 
 

 
Other Involvements: 
 
Elm Tree Planting ceremony, Haughley Park – SPS has planted 3 disease resistant elm trees at Haughley 
Park to commemorate the Society’s 90th anniversary. The ceremony which was attended by over 50 
members and guests was followed by a talk from Professor. Tom Williamson on ‘Suffolk Trees: Past, 
Present and Future’ and then afternoon tea.  

 
East Suffolk Quality of Place awards - the Director 

sat as the conservation expert judge on this annual 

competition run by East Suffolk Council and 

presented the award to the phase 1 restoration of 

Sibton Abbey. The scheduled ancient monument 

was at risk and in urgent need of stabilisation and 

consolidation. The repairs were grant aided by 

Historic England and the works were undertaken 

by a team including Hoggs building contractors, 

Tim Buxbaum, conservation architect and Morton 

Partnership, structural engineers.   

 
Theberton and Eastbridge Action Group – the Director and Planning Officer met with representatives 
from the campaign group to discuss future campaign strategies for Sizewell C. 
 


