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They say you win some 
and you lose some.

This truism seems to 
suggest an overall 

equality between victories and 
defeats, at least in the longer 
term.

As a heritage charity 
operating within a planning 
system so weighted in favour of  
the larger housebuilders, almost 
regardless of  the suitability and 
sustainability of  their 
applications, and projects which 
treat heritage buildings with 
contempt, the Suffolk 
Preservation Society does not 
expect a 100% win rate.

That’s not to say that our 
proposals to mitigate the worst 
excesses of  poor design or 
excessive numbers are always 
ignored, even if  our 
recommendations to reject 
outright such applications all too 
frequently are.

Equally, for the most 
contentious projects it can take a 
very long time indeed, 
frequently measured in years, 
for some campaigns to deliver 
either total or partial wins.

So, for us it’s a cause for quiet 
celebration when we can 
demonstrate incidences where 
planners and/or councillors 
have listened to our advice and 
acted on it.

I thought I’d share with you 
some such examples of  our work 
over the last month or so in 
order for readers of  this column 
to better understand the positive 
impact the society has been 
having.

We’ll start over in the west of  
the county before moving 
eastwards

Firstly, the society objected to 
a proposal to build three 
dwellings on glebe land on the 
site of  the Old Rectory in 
Lidgate, between Clare and 
Newmarket.

We were concerned both with 
the principle of  the development 
being within the conservation 
area, the loss of  historic glebe 
land, and the impact on the local 
street scene through the loss of  
trees and on the setting of  the 
Old Rectory itself, a 
non-designated heritage asset as 
well as a number of  nearby 
listed buildings.

We were delighted when West 
Suffolk District Council refused 
this planning permission.

Secondly, in the village of  
Hitcham, on the road between 
Hadleigh and Stowmarket, the 
society objected to a proposal for 
a single dwelling in the garden 
of  a listed farmhouse. We did so 

on the grounds of  the poor 
relationship of  the dwelling to 
the settlement and argued that it 
would fail to maintain the 
prevailing character within the 
Brett Valley. The application was 
a delegated decision and refused 
by officers from Mid Suffolk 
District Council.

Of  course, the society is also 
concerned about preserving 
buildings of  note, as well as 
objecting to inappropriate new 
ones. 4 College Street is near to 
Ipswich’s Waterfront. The plight 
of  this prominent heritage asset 
has been ongoing for decades 
involving compulsory 
acquisition and a damaging fire. 
The society wrote in support of  

the application submitted by 
Ipswich Borough Council to 
restore and convert this at risk 
building into office use. We 
congratulate the borough 
council on finally progressing 
with proposals to bring this 
building back into a sustainable 
use and arresting the years of  
neglect.

And finally, as mentioned in 
my last column, the society 
objected to the siting of  four new 
houses in the village of  Hoxne 
near to the monument to 
Suffolk’s patron saint, Edmund. 
I’m delighted to report that this 
application has been refused on 
the grounds of  harm to the 
setting of  the listed monument 

itself. We hope that a revised 
scheme with a more sensitive 
layout can now be explored.

So, four noticeably positive 
outcomes to which I believe the 
Suffolk Preservation Society’s 
small team has made a 
contribution.

If  you care about our county’s 
heritage as a key element of  our 
positive future together, then 
perhaps you’d care to join us?

That way we’ll be able to win 
more for you.

As I was writing this column, 
the government published its 
Planning White Paper. I’ll be 
devoting the whole of  my next 
article to this important piece of  
proposed legislation.

Society has 
been making 
positive 
impact

Plans are progressing for 4 College Street, Ipswich, to be brought back into use.


