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25 February 2021 

 

Gemma Walker 

Planning Officer 

Mid Suffolk District Council 

Endeavour House, 8 Russell Rd,  

Ipswich, IP1 2BX 

 

Dear Ms Walker, 

DC/21/00407  Hybrid Application for the phased employment-led redevelopment of Land at 

Mill Lane, Stowmarket (Gateway 14) including: Full Planning for site enabling works phase 

comprising, ground remodeling, utility diversions, installation of framework landscaping, 

creation of new footpath links, installation of primary substation, highways works including 

stopping up of Mill Lane, new all modes link from the A1120 Cedars Link to Mill Lane, new 

footway cycleway over the existing A1120 over bridge, installation of toucan crossing on the 

A1120 Cedars Link, footpath connection to the Gipping Valley Way, foul and surface water 

drainage infrastructure, outfalls and associated works: Outline Planning Permission (all matters 

reserved, except for access) for the erection of buildings comprising employment and 

commercial use, open space and landscaping, car and cycle parking, highway works, and other 

associated works.  Gateway 14 Land Between The A1120 And A14 Stowmarket Suffolk 

 

I am writing on behalf of the Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) regarding the hybrid application 

for the Gateway 14 development on 79 hectares of greenfield land at Stowmarket.  SPS 

acknowledges that the site has long been allocated for employment and commercial use and is 

being brought forward in the emerging joint local plan as allocation LA044. A Development Brief 

for the site was adopted in 2014 and we support in principle the development of this sustainably 

located site to provide a wide range of employment opportunities for the town.  

Notwithstanding highways issues regarding associated increases in traffic on routes to and from 

the site which have been raised by other parties, SPS would like to make the following points 

regarding the proposed landscaping of the development which we consider falls short of the 

requirements set out in the adopted Development Brief.  

Although detail of the commercial buildings on site is in outline form, industrial and commercial 

units are likely to be dominant and visually intrusive both in long views and from the residential 

scale Cedar’s Park development nearby. Meaningful mitigation of the impacts of the development 

on its surrounding area through good design and effective landscaping is therefore vital.  

Accordingly, we welcome the Design Code accompanying this application which sets out the 

design approach to the future buildings on the site and includes a focus on the internal 

landscaping of the site. 



 
 

 

In addition to this, however, SPS strongly encourages the lpa to ensure that the proposed 

landscaping to the boundaries of the site, as indicated on the landscape masterplan, is in 

accordance with the vision set out in the Stowmarket Area Action Plan (2013) and site 

Development Brief.  A key aspect of the vision is set out in SAAP policy 7.11 which requires the 

landscaping of this site to satisfactorily address a number of criteria.  These include limiting its 

visual intrusion into the open countryside by including a minimum of 40m of structural 

landscaping along the length of Cedars Link A1120 for each phase of development; addressing 

views in, out, and across the site; the important 'edge of town' setting; and potential light pollution 

issues.  

It is disappointing to note from the Design and Access Statement that a ‘landscape strip’ around 

the site of only ‘up to 20 metres width’ is proposed.  We consider that this is inadequate to soften 

the impact of large industrial scale buildings and urge that a minimum of 40m is provided in 

accordance with the Development Brief for the site.  It is also disappointing that existing screening 

on the northern boundaries is considered sufficient to adequately screen the new development and 

that no further landscaping is to be provided.  SPS consider that advance planting to strengthen 

existing landscape buffers should be sought to soften the impact of the development on views 

from the north including from alongside the A14.   

SPS would also urge that the lighting of the site is carefully conditioned in order that illumination 

is limited to that required within the development, and light pollution of the night sky, when 

viewed from a distance, is minimal. 

 

We trust that you will find these comments helpful in the consideration of this application.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Bethany Philbedge  

BSc (Hons) MSc (Town Planning) 

Planning Officer 
 

Cc: Stowmarket Town Council 

Ward Councillor 

 

 


