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28 April 2021 

 

contact@bramford-twinstead.nationalgrid.com 

 

 

National Grid 

FREEPOST 

B TO T REINFORCEMENT 

 

Dear Sirs, 

Bramford to Twinstead 400kV Reinforcement public consultation 

 

Introduction  

I am writing on behalf of the Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) regarding your proposals for the 

reinforcement of the electricity transmission lines between Bramford and Twinstead currently out 

to public consultation. SPS is a non-political, independent, self-funding charity with its charitable 

aims to “promote the conservation, protection and improvement of Suffolk’s physical and natural 

environment for the public benefit by ensuring any change is undertaken sympathetically and to the highest 

level of design and sustainability possible”. The Society also represents CPRE, The Countryside 

Charity, in Suffolk.  Whilst the proposals will impact parts of both Suffolk and Essex, our 

comments therefore are restricted to the impact of the proposals for an additional transmission line 

on Suffolk. 

SPS is aware of further National Grid updates to include a North/South transmission line through 

Bramford, as well as the ongoing review by BEIS of the future capabilities of offshore transmission.  

We therefore fully support the points made by Suffolk and Essex MPs James Cartlidge, Dr Dan 

Poulter, Sir Bernard Jenkin and Rt Hon James Cleverly in their letter of 23 March 2021 to the 

Energy Minister which requested that this consultation be postponed.   We reiterate their position 

that, rather than pursuing separate projects in a piecemeal fashion, consultation should take place 

at a time when all communities and stakeholders are fully informed of the total cumulative impact 

of proposals. 

Notwithstanding our stance on the timing of this consultation, SPS accepts the requirement to 

upgrade the transmission capabilities of the network in this area due, in large part, to the transition 

to a low carbon economy and the current and proposed renewable energy schemes within and off 

the coast of Suffolk. However, in supporting the Nation’s current and future energy requirements, 

Suffolk is being disproportionately affected in terms of the combined environmental impact of 

onshore infrastructure including substations, cables, solar farms and pylons routes.  

Therefore, funding must be made available to fully mitigate the impact of the proposals on 

Suffolk’s landscapes, its heritage and the communities expected to host these schemes.  To that 

end, we would expect that a greater proportion of the new 400kV line be placed underground than 
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is currently proposed and that the starting point for this consultation should be an adherence to 

the concessions given by National Grid when the Bramford to Twinstead upgrade was previously 

considered in 2013. 

 

Dedham Vale AONB 

The proposed undergrounding of the new 400kV line through the northern edge of the Dedham 

Vale AONB is welcomed.  However, restricting the underground stretch to the designated area 

will result in significant harm to the scenic qualities of the AONB.  The extent of undergrounding 

proposed will require two Sealing End Compounds (SECs) adjacent to the AONB boundary at 

Dollops Wood and Boxford Fruit Farm which, at 85m x 50m together with permanent access roads, 

will be significant industrial intrusions into the Suffolk countryside.     

Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 requires that “In exercising or performing 

any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in an area of outstanding natural beauty, a relevant 

authority shall have regard to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area of 

outstanding natural beauty.”   This statutory requirement therefore includes the setting of the 

AONB, views into and from the designated area.  

The installation of a new 400kV overground pylon line, together with the SECs immediately 

adjacent to the AONB will be visible from many locations within the AONB itself and in views 

across the AONB, harming the scenic quality of this designated landscape. A Landscape and 

Visual Impact Study is required to fully understand the extent of this impact, but views from Park 

Road, Stoke by Nayland as well as from locations in Raydon, Shelley and Polstead which are 

within the AONB, currently have clear views of pylons on the skyline which are outside the 

AONB.  The proposals will significantly increase the amount of wirescape on view and it is vital 

therefore that a comprehensive LVIA should inform the extent and location of undergrounding of 

the additional 400kV line rather than the current blunt approach based on the AONB boundary. 

 

Stour Valley Project Area 

SPS also notes the proposed partial undergrounding of the new 400kV line through the Stour 

Valley Project Area from Dorking Tye to Alphamstone. The Project Area shares many of the 

special qualities of the AONB landscape including scenic beauty, tranquillity and cultural 

importance and therefore it is disappointing that it is not proposed to underground the new line 

throughout this area. It is a Valued Landscape, and the Dedham Vale AONB and Stour Valley 

Management Plan 2016-2021 covers the management of both the designated AONB and the Project 

Area.  The Management Plan policies for the countryside, set out at 3.1.5, call for the area to be 

protected, including its setting, from developments that detract from its natural beauty and special 

qualities, including its relative tranquility.  

There is also a clear aspiration set out within the Management Plan to extend the national AONB 

designation to include the Stour Valley Project Area up to Sudbury. Every effort should be made to 

preserve and enhance the natural beauty of this landscape and we therefore urge that a greater 

length of undergrounding should be committed to which encompasses the whole of the Project 

Area.   

 



 
 

 

 

Heritage Impacts 

SPS also calls for a comprehensive Heritage Impact Assessment to inform the route selection of 

both undergrounding and overhead sections of the new 400kV line. It is of great concern that 

National Grid’s consultation material refers only to designated heritage assets which are 

designated at grade I or II* and does not indicate any grade II listed assets on its section maps. The 

Hintlesham section of the project notes the location of grade I listed Hintlesham Hall as a factor in 

selecting the route of the new overhead line but takes no consideration of a number of grade II 

listed assets in the vicinity including: College Farmhouse, Park Farmhouse, Normans Farmhouse 

and Old Hall House. The Suffolk landscape is characterised by its pattern of farmhouses and 

farmsteads, many of which are grade II listed.  The introduction of new overhead lines or a SEC 

within the agricultural setting of an historic farmhouse will harm the significance of these 

nationally designated heritage assets which should be taken into account when weighing the 

environmental costs against the economic cost of more extensive undergrounding. 

 

Conclusion 

Whilst SPS welcomes the proposal by National Grid to underground sections of the new 400kV 

line where it is considered that the detrimental impacts of the upgraded overhead line warrant this 

approach, a far more extensive, single section of undergrounding should be delivered.  This will 

remove the requirement for the intrusive SECs currently proposed within the Stour Valley Project 

Area at Dorking Tye and adjacent to the AONB at both Boxford Fruit Farm and Dollops Wood. 

The current overly simplistic approach of undergrounding short divorced sections fails to take into 

account the impact of the project on the wider landscape and on the setting, and views into and 

from the AONB landscape. In fact, the overhead lines and required SECs would nullify any benefit 

derived from limited undergrounded sections. This approach also misses a wider opportunity to 

remove some of the wirescape which currently blights communities, harms the setting of heritage 

assets and impacts large areas of Suffolk countryside.   

We trust that you will find these preliminary comments helpful in developing a less damaging and 

more sensitive scheme that satisfactorily reconciles the needs of the communities hosting these 

proposals while meeting the challenge of providing the required upgrade to transmission 

infrastructure. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Bethany Philbedge BSc (Hons) MSc (Town Planning) MRTPI 

Planning Officer  

 
 


