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15 June 2021 

 

Ms Rachel Smith 

Planning Officer, East Suffolk Council, 

East Suffolk House, Riduna Park, 

Station Road, Melton,  

Woodbridge,  

IP12 1RT 

 

Dear Ms Smith 

 

DC/21/2318/FUL Demolition of the White Horse Public House (Use Suis Generis) and the 

erection of a convenience store (Use E) on the ground floor and four apartments (Use C3) on the 

first floor, and the erection of two bungalows (Use C3) with associated parking and 

landscaping  

The White Horse 33 Church Road Felixstowe Suffolk IP11 9NF 

 

I write on behalf of the Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) regarding the application to demolish 

the White Horse Public House, an early twentieth century pub in the Lutyens style and replace it 

with a convenience store with four flats over and two bungalows to the rear. SPS has been 

contacted by concerned residents who wish to see the pub retained, and the online system bears 

witness to the strength of local objection to the loss of this much-loved heritage asset. 

 

Having reviewed the application there does not appear to be a heritage statement submitted in 

support of the demolition of the pub. The NPPF requires at paragraph 198 that: In determining 

applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the significance of any 

heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. The level of detail should be 

proportionate to the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of 

the proposal on their significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment record should have been 

consulted and the heritage assets assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary. And at para 190 it 

continues. Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage 

asset that may be affected by a proposal (including by development affecting the setting of a heritage asset) 

taking account of the available evidence and any necessary expertise. They should take this into account 

when considering the impact of a proposal on a heritage asset, to avoid or minimise any conflict between the 

heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the proposal. 

 

The SPS considers that the White Horse Public House has the potential to be considered to be a 

non-designated heritage asset. Therefore, we would strongly recommend that the applicant is 

required to submit the necessary heritage assessment and impact report. Furthermore, we 

recommend that you consult with your in-house conservation advisors for their expert opinion on 

the architectural and historic merits of the building. 

 



 
 

 

The SPS would like to be consulted on any further information or amendments that are submitted 

in support of this application. 

 

We trust that you find these comments helpful in the consideration of this case. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Fiona Cairns IHBC MRTPI 

Director 

 

 

Cc:  

Ward Councillors 

Design and Conservation Team ESDC 

Felixstowe Town Council 

Felixstowe Society 

 

 


