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RENEWABLE 
ENERGY IN 
SUFFOLK

As noted in previous issues of Suffolk View, 
renewable energy is understandably causing 
some tension in Suffolk at the moment. 

In general, people are incredibly supportive 
of solar panels and wind turbines, and 
recognise the need to take action to reverse 
the impacts of fossil fuels on our climate. 
But this doesn’t always hold up when faced 

with the realities of specific projects and 
infrastructure. 

Long term plans for the country all point 
to the need for a large scaling up of onshore 
renewables like solar farms, and even onshore 
wind, to provide the decarbonised electricity 
to heat and power our homes, cars and 
businesses as we move away from oil and gas. 
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A great deal has happened since the 
last edition of Suffolk View in spring. 
The recent loss of Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II has rocked many of us, 
who have only ever known her as our 
monarch, a one true constant in an 
ever-shifting world. We join with all 
those welcoming His Majesty as he 
picks up the baton from his beloved 
Mother. Our lead article reflects on 
the times when Charles, the then 
Prince of Wales, visited Little Hall 
in 2005. We look forward hopefully 
that the King, will continue to 
support the important causes of 
heritage, landscape and good design, 
which are central to our work. 

After the hottest summer on record, 
we have been brought into close 
contact with the harsh realities of 
the climate emergency. Never has 
the importance of reducing the use 
of fossil fuels, by energy saving, or 
increased use of renewables been 
more pressing. Our lead article 
reflects upon the importance of 
communities working to find ways to 
respond to the climate crisis at grass 
roots level. After all, climate change 
is everybody’s responsibility.  The 
latest public consultation by National 
Grid to upgrade the electricity 
transmission system by the creation 
of a new pylon line through Suffolk, 
known as East Anglia Green, is an 
important element of decarbonising 
the grid and moving energy generated 
by offshore windfarms to where it is 
needed. I reflect on the challenges of 
this transition in a piece first printed 
by the Dedham Vale Society, which is 
reproduced (page 5).

Our commitment to the active 
protection, promotion and better 
understanding of Suffolk’s heritage 
is reflected in two key articles in 
this edition. Firstly, a fascinating 
insight into Suffolk’s only Heritage 
Action Zones, funded by Historic 
England, providing an in-depth 
account of the important work 
of this regeneration project in 
Lowestoft, led by East Suffolk 
Council (page 11). We also focus on 
another recently launched project, 
the Suffolk’s Unforgettable Garden 
Story, an Historic England- funded 
volunteer led project in conjunction 
with the Suffolk Garden Trust, to 
help discover and better understand 
Suffolk’s fascinating historic gardens 
(page 8).

Released from the miserable 
covid limitations of previous 
summers, we have had a full 
programme of events this year, 
details of which can be seen 
(page 22). 

We hope you have made best use of 
your Membership Card and taken 
advantage of the many two for one 
offer at some of the county’s finest 
visitor attractions. Do please share 
with us your adventures across our 
fine county. As the nights draw in, 
and we begin to spend more time 
settled somewhere comfy with some 
quality reading material, we hope  
that you enjoy your latest edition  
of Suffolk View.
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The Government’s solar energy target for 
2035 is 70GW, which is five times what we 
are currently achieving. One fifth of this can 
come from warehouse roofs, and potentially 
another fifth from rooftop panels on homes. 

But that still leaves a large amount to come 
from field mounted solar, and southerly 
rural counties like Suffolk, which have the 
space and sunlight will be likely places to 
see such installations. Whether we achieve 
this depends a lot on how such projects are 
initiated and developed, and in this article I 
want to propose an alternative to the current 
model of distant developers imposing 
projects on our rural communities. One that 
keeps the benefits local, builds on Suffolk’s 
history and that may even see such projects 
becoming a source of civic pride. 

In many rural parishes across Suffolk you 
will find something called a Fuel Allotment 
Charity, or a Poor’s Field.  

It’s an overlooked part of our 
social history but one which, 
given a modern twist, I believe 
has increasing relevance for 
how we respond to the current 
gas crisis and the rising threat 
of climate change.  

A Fuel Allotment is literally that, a patch of 
land that was allocated during Enclosures 
for growing wood fuel, or in some cases in 
the Fens and Broads, extracting peat for 
fuel. This would be harvested once a year 
and distributed to the poor of the village 
to help see them through the winter. I have 
found examples of these landholdings and 
charities in Bucklesham, near Haverhill 
and several around the Norfolk/Suffolk 
border, around the villages of Hinderclay, 
Blo’Norton and Thelnetham. Indeed the 
fenland that now makes up the Little Ouse 
Headwaters Project is leased from the Fuel 
Allotment Charity.

Renewable 
Energy in 
Suffolk

     After the hottest summer on 
record, we have been brought into 
close contact with the harsh realities 
of the climate emergency.



“Because the land was waterlogged and 
of little use for agriculture, it was set 
aside as an area where the poor of the 
parish could obtain fuel, at a time when 
much common land was being enclosed 
and taken into private ownership. This is 
clearly shown on enclosure maps drawn 
in the 1830s. Originally peat would 
have been dug from the fen, and it is still 
possible to see the patterns of the peat 
diggings in the surface of the ground. 
Later, as trees began to colonise the area, 
wood would have been cut in the winter 
months, creating coppiced trees which can 
still be seen in some parts of the fen. In 
the past reed and sedge have also been cut 
for thatching and animal bedding, and 
cattle have been grazed along the drier 
margin next to the road.

In more recent times, the removal of 
wood for fuel by local residents has 
ceased, and the Fuel Allotment Trustees 
now derive an annual income by leasing 
the land. This money is then distributed 
to a number of parish residents each year, 
in place of the fuel from the fen.”   

Quote From the LOHP website 
Blo’Norton Fen   
 
 
Over time, like Blo’ Norton, the 
charities started to lease the land out 
for other uses like hunting, stables, 
grazing or for housing. They would 

use this income to purchase wood 
or coal as per their original mission. 
Most still exist in this form, with less 
focus on fuel and energy, and more 
on general hardship, giving out cash 
payments instead of actual physical 
fuel, especially as people moved to gas, 
oil and electricity. 

But the purpose, need and land 
ownership still remain, and some of 
these charities are now giving the 
concept a modern twist. The parish of 
Enborne, in Berkshire, are looking to 
build a community owned solar farm 
on their 20 acre Poor’s Allotment. 
The land is no longer wooded and 
is currently leased for grazing, but 
using solar energy to create electricity 
would reconnect the charity with 
their original purpose of making fuel 
from sunlight. They represent a wider 
movement of community owned 

renewable energy societies springing 
up across the country, taking local 
ownership of solar farms, wind turbines 
and hydropower schemes. (See A 
New National Map for the Sector | 
Community Energy England)

Now imagine if every parish chose to 
set up their own solar fuel allotments. 
If every village in the county, or indeed 
the country, chose a suitable patch of 
land to create a solar farm they felt was 
appropriate for their landscape, they 
could all start to get their own stream 
of income from converting sunlight 
into renewable electricity sales. We 
could even tie it in to support other 
charities and rural services. This acre 
of solar could be allocated to support 
the Citizen’s Advice Bureau, this acre 
Suffolk Family Carers, this acre a rural 
bus service and so on. This is what we 
can build if we want to.

Cover and this page 
The Westmill 
solat co-operative 
and the Westmill 
wind co-operative.  
The UK’s first 
co-operatively run, 
community-owned 
solar farm.
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Readers may be interested to hear that 
SPS has being working in partnership 
with Debenham Parish Council on a 
CPRE funded Renewables Done Well 
programme. 
The project involves a series of 
community workshops as part of a pilot 
scheme. The project seeks to develop 
a methodology for working with 
parishes to help them analyse their local 
landscape, analyse the energy needs of 
the community and finally bring this 
together to produce a community led 
plan of how renewables can be effectively 
and successfully integrated in a strategic 
and co-ordinated way in their parish. 
It is hoped that by running this pilot 

project, the SPS will be able to develop a 
robust methodology which can be rolled 
out across Suffolk to other interested 
parishes. Perhaps John’s vision is nearer 
than we think.
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Renewables Done Well in action
SPS working on a Community Energy Visioning pilot 
project with Debenham Parish Council

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since the government ended the FIT 
subsidy for solar, the market has been 
following the economies of scale to 
the largest sites with the cheapest grid 
connection points. This leads to one or 
two villages hosting up to 500 hectares 
of solar panels. Would it not be more 
suitable, and reflective of our mixed field 
pattern, to instead have 500 villages host 
two hectares of solar? At the very least 
these large utility scale projects should 
be good neighbours and offer annual 
community benefit grants to those living 
nearby, or even better have smart tariffs 
offering discounted electricity when the 
sun is shining and the wind blowing.  

If we are to grow onshore renewables, 
then rural communities need to be 
more than just consultees, we need to be 
proactively leading these developments 
ourselves. All it would take to begin is 
for every market town to gather their 
surrounding parishes and landowners, 
sit around some ordnance survey maps 
and agree some sites they feel would 
be appropriate for renewables. Support 
organisations and the local council could 
then help establish village renewable 
energy societies to take forward 
the developments on behalf of the 
community. (see Green Energy Nayland)

I would even suggest we reconsider 
onshore wind turbines as well, as the 
principle of converting wind to fuel is 
arguably more effective than converting 
sunlight to fuel. Exploring Suffolk you 
will see references to our numerous 
historic mills in street names, tourist 
attractions, converted homes and 
especially on our village signs. I’ve 
counted at least a dozen that put the 
village windmill pride of place, and 
I’m sure there are more. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if a new generation of village 
signs begin to feature a community solar 
farm or wind turbine? Fossil fuels see 
Suffolk at the end of the supply chain, 
and wealth disappearing from our 
countryside, but renewables done well, 
can see Suffolk’s skies and fields once 
again become the source of hope for  
the future. 

Continued from page 3

       If we are to grow 
onshore renewables, then 
rural communities need 
to be more than just 
consultees, we need to be 
proactively leading these 
developments ourselves.
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Government policy has committed this 
country to increasing renewable energy 
from offshore wind from 10GW up to 
50GW by 2030.  Accordingly, East Anglia 
is being inundated by an unprecedented and 
uncoordinated number of energy projects to 
deliver this ambition which relies upon an 
infrastructure that was designed 70 years ago.

The government’s recognition that the 
system is not fit for purpose is evidenced 
by the unprecedented and uncoordinated 
flurry of consultations. In summer 2021 
Ofgem consulted on changes intended 
to bring about greater co-ordination in 
the development of an offshore energy 
network, it has yet to publish its response. 

Furthermore, the Department for Business, 
Energy & Industrial Strategy undertook 
a consultation on an enduring regime for 
offshore transmission in September 2021. 
It too has yet to report its conclusions. 
National Policy Statements for electricity 
infrastructure EN1 and EN5 are currently 
under review and went out to consultation 
in September 2021. The government has 
yet to publish its response to any of these 
consultations.

However, in August Ofgem published a 
document entitled Electricity Networks 
Strategic Framework: Enabling a secure, net 
zero energy system. It is a joint publication 
by the government and Ofgem, building 

on the British Energy Security Strategy 
commitments and other key goals to set out 
a strategic framework for the transformation 
of the electricity network. It sets out a 
vision and a direction of travel, shared by 
government and Ofgem, of a network that 
needs to be transformed at an unprecedented 
scale and pace to accommodate 
decarbonisation and demand growth. It 
includes actions to accelerate electricity 
network build, dramatically speeding up 
the planning process and reducing timelines 
for strategic onshore transmission network 
infrastructure delivery by around three years. 

De-carbonising 
the National Grid

Fiona Cairns
Director, Suffolk Preservation Society

Fiona Cairns ponders the 
issues, options, constraints 
and possible ways forward

Continued on page 6
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EAST ANGLIA GREEN
SPS has recently responded to the non-
statutory consultation on East Anglia 
GREEN (EAG) – the proposed new 
transmission line from Norwich to Tilbury. 
Reassuringly there has emerged a clear 
consensus, among respondents, that a co-
ordinated and strategic solution, preferably 
offshore, is required to protect our valued 
landscapes and communities. At the 
time of writing National Grid Electricity 
Transmission (NGET) had yet to publish 
its response to the consultation.

Extraordinarily, there has been no public 
debate prior to the consultation and 
no independent assessment of the basic 
suppositions National Grid (NG) make.

National Grid (NG), however, in the 
latest Holistic Network Design Review 
( July 2022) omits any reference to an 
EAG subsea link and maintains that an 
offshore ring main is not technically or 
financially feasible within the government 
set timescales of 2030. Despite the 
sterling work of many MPs demanding a 
further consultation which includes an 
offshore option. We clearly have a fight 
on our hands. 

UNDERGROUNDING  
– A PANACEA?
Some have responded to EAG calling 
for total undergrounding of the entire 
180km route from Norwich to Tilbury. 
Undergrounding is mitigation via 
embedded design, in accordance with 
the Holford Rules, and therefore should 
not be seen in terms of making an 
unacceptable scheme acceptable, not  
least because it brings with it a host  
of challenges:

Cost – NG states that undergrounding 
costs up to five times more than 
overgrounding. Therefore, to use 
overhead lines throughout the Bramford 
to Twinstead route would cost £142m, 
compared to the cost of a fully 
undergrounded scheme of £694m.

Farming - undergrounding involves a much 
larger construction footprint and this has 
real implications for farmers and those with 
small holdings who are left to try to farm 
damaged land and lose productive land 
during delivery.

Biodiversity - it causes permanent damage 
in terms of loss of trees, hedgerows, ditches 
and banks and will be deeply detrimental 
to the core principles which underlie the 
designation of the AONB. Trees cannot 
be planted over the underground corridor 
leaving a permanent loss to the landscape.

Archaeology - the potential loss of the 
archaeological resource and irreversible 
damage to Suffolk’s rich historic 
environment is a major risk. The Dedham 
Vale is rich in archaeological sites, primarily 
identified as cropmarks, with areas of 
prehistoric funerary activity. The historic 
landscape structure and historic features 
are irreplaceable and their loss will result in 
material damage to the AONB.

Visual Impact - significant infrastructure, 
known as Sealing End Compounds, will be 
required at each end of an undergrounded 
section.  The EAG consultation provided 
no details on proposed locations despite 
the visual envelope of the AONB 
potentially being seriously affected. 
Moreover, the new overhead pylons may 

be visible from within the AONB, perhaps 
along the skyline and will represent a 
significant visual intrusion. 

HOW MANY NATIONALLY 
SIGNIFICANT INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECTS DOES IT TAKE?
It is important that EAG is viewed in the 
context of existing and emerging Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). 
NG plans to upgrade the existing electricity 
transmission along 29km of its network 
from Bramford to Twinstead, including 
undergrounding through the Dedham 
Vale. The Scottish Power Renewables 
windfarms, currently subject to Judicial 
Review, are consented and likely to come 
forward, requiring substations at Friston 
each one nearly three times the size of 
Wembley Stadium!  It is anticipated that 
North Falls Offshore Wind Farm and 
Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm could 
follow. With the addition of Sizewell C 
Nuclear Power Station, this will become the 
largest complex of energy infrastructure in 
the UK.   Finally, the commercial scale solar 
farms, including the 2800-acre Sunnica 
development accepted for Examination in 
the west of the county, will cumulatively 
leave an indelible mark on the character of 
the county for generations to come. 

Continued from page 5

     Extraordinarily, there has been no public debate prior to 
the consultation and no independent assessment of the basic 
suppositions National Grid make.



Suffolk View   Issue 140  Autumn 22    7

Page 6  
The Dedham Vale 
AONB – National 
Grid proposes 
to underground 
cables through 
the designated 
landscape 
©Shutterstock
Bottom 
Offshore windfarm 
– transmission of 
offshore renewable 
energy poses major 
challenges for 
Suffolk’s landscape 
and communities 
©Shutterstock

SUBSEA PROJECTS IN THE 
PIPELINE FOR SUFFOLK
NG also has plans for three 
Interconnectors subsea projects in 
Suffolk, known as: Nautilus, Eurolink 
and Sealink, involving offshore cable 
links between Suffolk and Belgium, 
Netherlands and Kent respectively. 
Each project will involve a landfall site, 
somewhere between Aldeburgh and 
Sizewell, a converter station inland and 
connection to a substation (probably 
at Friston). Each Interconnector will 
involve the installation of onshore 
underground direct current cables 

(HVDC) between each 
converter station and 
underground alternating 
current cables (HVAC) 
between the converter 
station and substation. 
Even though there 
is a commitment to 
exploring co-ordinated 
network design, these 
schemes will result in 
years of disruption for 
coastal communities and 
devastation of sensitive 
landscapes. When calling 
for offshore transmission 
as a solution, therefore, 
we should all be aware 
of the impacts upon 
coastal communities and 
landscapes.

THE BIG QUESTIONS
So, if this new de-carbonised 
infrastructure can’t realistically be 
put offshore before 2030 or fully 
undergrounded, as NG currently 
claims, where should it go and 
what could it look like? Are there 
opportunities for making a system that 
is greener and better? What are the 
opportunities to rationalise existing 
redundant infrastructure? 

Could significant landscape scale 
mitigation, tree planting, hedge 
planting, land and water management 
opportunities be yielded by this project? 

FINAL THOUGHTS
Suffolk and north Essex will remain 
under sustained pressure for years to 
come. And so there’s a growing need 
for a co-ordinated approach to provide 
mutual support in terms of expertise, 
capacity and even resources. A number 
of single-issue campaign groups have 
recently emerged and formed an 
alliance in response to these multiple 
schemes. We must aim to build 
mutually supportive relationships to 
face future challenges. 

In responding to the forthcoming 
statutory consultation on EAG in 
April 2023, we must continue to hold 
NG to account. We must ask difficult 
questions about their costings, their 
analysis of alternatives and their 
commitment to positive mitigation 
measures. We should call for 
independent expert assessment of the 
basic suppositions they make, which 
should be the least the community  
can expect.  

But in order to get the best for our 
county we also need a firm grasp of the 
realities of the situation and the scale of 
the challenge, recognising that we are 
all in this together. Only then can we 
make a robust case to deliver the best 
outcomes for Suffolk.

This article was first printed in the 
Dedham Vale magazine Summer 2022.

    When calling for offshore transmission as a solution, therefore, we should 
all be aware of the impacts upon coastal communities and landscapes.



This month, the Gardens Trust and 
Historic England have formally launched 
a new project: Suffolk’s Unforgettable 
Garden Story. Working closely with 
Suffolk Gardens Trust, local volunteers 
will be supported to research historic 
green spaces across Suffolk, so these 
can be better understood and protected 
for the continued enjoyment of local 
communities and future generations. 
The project links to a wider Gardens 
Trust campaign Unforgettable Gardens, 
which highlights the value of historic 
parks and gardens by celebrating their 
histories and cultural significance, telling 
their often-hidden stories, as well as 

focusing attention on their vulnerability 
and the threats they face.
An important way people can do their 
bit to protect the outdoor spaces they 
love is by volunteering. There are 
currently only 23 registered parks and 
gardens across Suffolk on the National 
Heritage List for England. By asking 
people to contribute their skills and 
effort, we hope to highlight some of the 
many other wonderful historic designed 
landscapes located across Suffolk, 
which will lead to addressing issues of 
their vulnerability caused by neglect, 
mismanagement, development and lack 
of funding.

Suffolk has a number of potentially 
significant historic designed landscapes 
in need of protection – we need local 
volunteers with the knowledge and 
expertise to help us identify and research 
them. Together, Suffolk Gardens Trust 
and Historic England are identifying a 
number of historic parks and gardens 
of particular interest including sites 
not currently registered as well as some 
which are but are in need of further 
research. 
There are a variety of types of designed 
landscapes we are hoping to research: 
rural and urban parks and gardens, 
cemeteries and municipal green spaces. 

Seeking Suffolk volunteers 
to champion Suffolk’s 
garden heritage 
Karina Flynn of Suffolk Gardens Trust introduces  
a new campaign and asks us all to get involved
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From left to right  
Somerleyton Hall, Winter Gardens
Sparrow’s Nest Park, Lowestoft (postmark date 1904)
The Arboretum, Ipswich (postmark date 1904)
Abbey Gardens (postmark date 1950)
Shrubland Hall

The project aims to encourage 
recommendations particularly of urban 
gardens, institutions, commercial sites 
and 20th century designs which are 
under-researched. We will be encouraging 
volunteers to suggest places of importance to 
them in a bid to broaden the representation 
of sites we research. 
There are a number of ways people can 
get involved. For people with an interest 
in Suffolk’s historic environments and 
those with an in-depth local knowledge, 
we need ideas to help steer the project.  
We are also looking for volunteers to help 
research the sites which are being identified 
and encourage people to contribute by 
recommending historic parks or gardens 
they think should be protected. The hope is 
that it will become a volunteer-led project 
and we would like anyone with an interest to 
get involved.

The Gardens Trust, along with Historic 
England, will train volunteers so they 
have the skills to help us research sites. A 
programme of online research training for 
Suffolk volunteers will begin in October.
If sites are registered, it will give them better 
protection and research about sites which 
aren’t registered will be included on Local 
Lists. Having the information available 
and accessible will put in place a layer of 
protection: some knowledge is better than 
no knowledge, and we need to harness the 
enthusiasm of local communities to get these 
sites researched.
We are hoping to form a core group of 
people who will be keen to take part from 
start to finish, however we want to hear 
from people about how they would like to 
be involved and welcome different skills. It is 
important to stress that without volunteers 
these sites will remain unprotected.

By recruiting new volunteers, we can 
showcase local knowledge and make sure it 
is shared – we want Suffolk volunteers to 
champion Suffolk heritage. Suffolk has been 
chosen to run this pilot project and we hope 
it will lead to people in other counties to feel 
encouraged to advocate for their historic 
gardens and landscapes.
Getting involved in this project will provide 
opportunities for volunteers to learn 
research skills, visit local historic parks and 
gardens, and  share any existing research 
they may already have done. It is a chance to 
support the protection of Suffolk’s historic 
designed landscapes, as well as uncovering 
unknown stories and enriching local 
histories.
Our ultimate objective is that this project will 
build towards fostering a shared responsibility 
in protecting our historic outdoor spaces for 
everyone to continue enjoying.
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We are currently collecting 
old postcards of historic 
parks and gardens in 
Suffolk; we would love 
people to get in touch with 
any they may own or find!

See the Gardens Trust website for more information: thegardenstrust.org
To find out more about this project or volunteering, please get in touch by emailing: karina.flynn@thegardenstrust.org

     The project highlights the value of historic parks and gardens by celebrating their histories 
and cultural significance, telling their often-hidden stories, as well as focusing attention on 
their vulnerability and the threats they face.

https://www.thegardenstrust.org
mailto:karina.flynn@thegardenstrust.org


The Accession of King Charles III 

The trustees, staff and volunteers of the 
Suffolk Preservation Society (SPS) were 
deeply saddened by the death of HM 
Queen Elizabeth II. We give thanks for the 
huge contribution the Queen has made to 
the nation, to our countryside and to all the 
charitable causes that she supported over 
her long reign.
We now look to our new King, Charles 
III to continue his mother’s excellent 
work. As Prince of Wales, he has devoted 
himself to causes close to the heart of SPS 
and its members, including: the British 
countryside, the historic environment, 
the resurgence of conservation craft skills 
and raising awareness of the threat of 
climate change. 
Our connection with the King spans many 
years.  He has long supported our work 
and a signed letter from 1989 is hanging 
in the office as a reminder of his warm 
encouragement of the Society’s work:
I congratulate the Suffolk Preservation 
Society for its work towards conserving the 
environment of Suffolk over the last 60 years.
East Anglia is undergoing a population 
explosion. This will bring increases in 
housing, commerce, industry and traffic 
which will place enormous demands on 
Suffolk’s special countryside, villages and 
towns.
Your county is rich in historic houses, great 
houses such as Helmingham, Ickworth and 
Heveningham. Your countryside is loved for 
its villages, for its picturesque river valleys 
and for the rare and special quality of the 
Heritage Coast.
We should aim to pass on to future 
generations and environment at least as rich 
as the one that we have inherited.
I therefore welcome your conference to air 
these problems and discuss possible solutions. 
I send my good wishes to all involved both in 
preserving our older heritage from the past 
and in encouraging compatible and worthy 
development to create a new heritage for the 
benefit of our successors.
Looking through our more recent archives 
we are reminded in our 100th edition of 
Suffolk View, that in summer 2005 His 
Majesty and the Duchess of Cornwall, as 
she was formerly known, visited the SPS at 
Little Hall in Lavenham. He met staff and 
volunteers and intriguingly participated in 
a pargetting workshop. 

He viewed the gardens and took a tour 
of Little Hall. The visit culminated with 
a signing, by their Royal Highnesses, of a 
beautifully illustrated parchment designed 
by a local calligrapher.
We are sure that his commitment to the 
environment, architectural design and built 
heritage will bolster the work of charities 
such as the SPS. His deep appreciation of 
the importance of rural life, the work of 
small communities and the importance 
of craft traditions will hopefully help 
to bring a heightened awareness of the 
work of charities such as ours. We hope 
that His Majesty Charles III’s reign will 
see a renewed vigour in defending these 
important aspects in a fast-changing world.
We also hope that there will be a future 
occasion when we can welcome him again, 
as King, to share our work.
We offer His Majesty our loyal service.
God save the King.

SPS reflects on past associations with His Majesty and looks forward to a new era
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Left:  
His Majesty signing 
the commemorative 
parchment during his 
visit to Little Hall
Right: 
The commemorative 
parchment which is now 
on display at Little Hall

Their Majesties Charles and Camilla try their 
hand at pargetting in Little Hall gardens
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Heritage Action Zones (HAZs) are 
heritage-led regeneration schemes funded 
by Historic England and local partners - in 
this case, East Suffolk Council. They use 
funding to improve the appearance and 
condition of buildings, repair traditional 
detailing, reinstate lost architectural 
features and bring vacant buildings back 
into use to help regenerate the area. 
Lowestoft is the most easterly point of 
the United Kingdom and is one of only 
seven places in the country to benefit from 
two Heritage Action Zones: the North 
Lowestoft HAZ covers the north of the 
town including the historic high street, 
Scores and the former fishing village, and 
the London Road, Lowestoft HAZ covers 

the Victorian town, seaside resort, and the 
commercial area of Kirkley.
It is an exciting time for Lowestoft, and the 
HAZs are part of the current regeneration 
projects taking place in the town. Current 
investment in Lowestoft totals over £312 
million,  including £24.9 million from HM 
Government Towns Fund, £96 million 
in flood defences and over £126 million 
invested in the Gull Wing Third Crossing. 
The scale of investment and regeneration 
reflects the ambition of Lowestoft, and 
heritage is a key thread of East Suffolk 
Council’s commitment to revitalising the 
town. 
Traditional building repairs and techniques 
are at the heart of HAZ-funded projects. 

Evidence from archival photographs and 
plans have been used to learn how buildings 
looked before later alterations and inform 
schemes for reinstatement. 
Across the Lowestoft HAZs, funding has 
been provided to numerous private building 
owners to repair original sash windows, 
redecorate buildings using breathable 
mineral-based paints, commission traditional 
sign writing for shopfronts, replace modern 
UPVC casements with traditional sliding 
sash windows, complete repairs to masonry 
and stone, reinstate traditional cast iron 
rain water goods, repair roofs and chimneys, 
reinstate traditional shopfronts and rebuild a 
collapsed flint wall.

Heritage Action Zones 
in Lowestoft

Rebecca Styles
Heritage Action Zone Project Manager, East Suffolk Council 

Exploring heritage led regeneration in the UK’s most easterly town 

Continued on page 12

Aerial image of Lowestoft, 2021  
(© Historic England Archive) 



The flagship scheme in the London Road, 
Lowestoft HAZ is conservation repairs 
to the Grade II listed former Post Office, 
purchased by East Suffolk Council in 2017. 
The Post Office was designed as a single 
storey building in the 1880s and was the 
first dedicated Post Office in Lowestoft, 
replacing operations which were previously 
taking place in Post Masters’ houses. The 
building was extended to provide a first 
floor around the turn of the century and 
second floor around 1909. 
The building suffered from a series of 
unsympathetic alterations during the 20th 
century, including re-roofing with asbestos 
tiles, replacing the ground floor timber 
sashes with aluminium windows, removing 
the original entrance door and relocating 
it to the side of the façade. Funding was 
made available through the HAZ and 
Towns Fund to reverse these inappropriate 
alterations, and works started on site in 
January 2022. 
The funding has allowed the roof to be 
reinstated with natural Welsh slates and 
the ground floor fenestration restored to 
its original appearance. A detailed schedule 
of repairs to the external fabric of the 
building has also been competed, including 
replacing heavily weathered balusters at 
the parapet, timber repairs to the roof 
structure, repairs to the chimneys including 
some replacement of stone, and renewing 
leadwork and rainwater goods.

Specialist conservators have also completed 
air lime repointing, consolidation and 
mortar repairs to the façade, as well as the 
removal of algae, lichens, sulphation crusts, 
dirt and a linseed oil surface coating to 
conserve the fabric of the building. These 
works will continue into the winter of 2022 
and will return the building to a watertight 

and restored condition which will enable 
the conversion of the entire site to take 
place from 2023. 
To help guide long term ambitions for 
the areas, it has been a key to develop 
local planning policy to make sure there 
is consistency in advice for residents, 
developers, planning and conservation 
officers to secure the long-term benefits of 
the schemes. 
Masterplans for South Lowestoft and 
the Seafront, as well as for the Triangle 
Market and Scores have been developed 
to explore how public spaces could 
better be used and improved through 
investment, whilst the two Conservation 
Area Appraisals and Management Plans 
for the town have also been updated. A 
HAZ Design Guide has been produced 
and adopted as a Supplementary Planning 
Document to help inform planning 
decisions. These documents, along with 
the Lowestoft Town Centre Masterplan 
provide a vision for future investment 
in the public realm, much of which will 
be brought forward outside the life of 
the Heritage Action Zone schemes, but 
will reflect heritage led regeneration 
championed through these projects. 
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     The building suffered from a series of unsympathetic alterations during the 20th 
century, including re-roofing with asbestos tiles, replacing the ground floor timber sashes 
with aluminium windows, removing the original entrance door
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Page 12 Top 
Reinstatement 
scheme underway 
at 136-137 High 
Street. Works being 
funded through the 
North Lowestoft 
Heritage Action 
Zone to remove 
the heavy 20th 
century ground 
floor shopfronts 
and reinstate the 
traditional timber 
shopfronts.
Bottom left 
1909 drawing of 
Lowestoft Post 
Office (© National 
Archives, Kew)
Page 13 Top 
Before and After: 
Images showing 
the significant 
weathering which 
has eroded the 
stone balusters 
at the parapet of 
the Post Office, 
and new balusters 
replacing those 
which could not be 
repaired
Bottom 
Highlights from 
a 1940s weekend 
delivered by The 
Seagull Theatre 
as part of the 
Heritage Action 
Zone Cultural 
Programme

Sharing knowledge and 
information about how to 
care for historic buildings, 
approaches to traditional 
construction, materials and 
repairs are important to the 
ethos of the HAZ schemes.

We have held several sessions for 
the general public with the support 
of specialist craftspeople to explore 
the principles of traditional repairs, 
using lime mortars, repairing original 
timber sashes, the use of linseed oil 
paint for historic joinery, flint repairs 
and the importance of breathability 
in historic buildings. 
We also work closely with businesses 
and the local community, supporting 
businesses through the pandemic 
with recovery grants, and working 
on community driven schemes, 
including the creation of local 
gardening groups, poetry, memory 
recollection and archival study 
projects.
The London Road, Lowestoft HAZ 
was awarded £90,000 of funding 
from Historic England to spend 
on cultural activities to make high 
streets more vibrant places to visit 
and is being delivered by local 
cultural organisations. We have taken 
streets back in time to the 1940s 
with The Seagull Theatre and have 
upcoming events celebrating the 
1960s in November and the 1980s 
in March. Using the high street as an 

event space for cultural and heritage 
experiences promotes activity in 
shopping areas and has proven to 
benefit the local economy, with 
independent businesses receiving 
more shoppers during events, as well 
as return visits following activities. 
A project marking the 175th 
anniversary of the railway coming 
to Lowestoft through a research 
exhibition with Suffolk Archives 
and performances by Voice cLoud 
and local volunteers was also a 
huge success in August 2022. The 
HAZs have many more exciting 

events coming up over the next 18 
months, including using the theme 
of postcards for an art trail across 
the town with Suffolk Artlink. First 
Light Festival are working with Luke 
Wright and Lucinda Rogers on a 
project celebrating the repairs to the 
Post Office and the Marina Theatre 
are working with local schools 
to develop a new piece of theatre 
commemorating the 1953 and 2013 
floods and resilience of the local 
community. 
Lowestoft is a place with heritage 
at its heart and the Heritage Action 
Zones are fantastic schemes which 
protect and celebrate the rich 
architecture, history and culture of 
the town. They set the precedent 
for future development and work 
with the local community to deliver 
schemes with a legacy. 
You can keep up to date with the 
progress of the Lowestoft Heritage 
Action Zones, as well as upcoming 
events by following ‘Lowestoft HAZ’ 
on social media and the Think 
Lowestoft website. 

LowestoftHeritageActionZones
lowestofthaz
thinklowestoft.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/LowestoftHeritageActionZones
https://twitter.com/lowestofthaz
https://thinklowestoft.co.uk/


     In particular, the designation can help secure 
a thriving natural environment that supports our 
wellbeing and the fight against climate change.

The Local Green Space (LGS) designation 
is an important planning policy tool with 
which local communities can protect the 
local green spaces they value most and 
feel confident that they will not be lost 
to development. A CPRE 2022 report 
Local Green Space - a tool for people and 
nature’s wellbeing, calls for maintaining, 
improving and broadening the use of the 
designation to be seen as a critical part 
of the Government’s levelling up agenda. 
In particular, the designation can help 
secure a thriving natural environment 
that supports our wellbeing and the fight 
against climate change.

SPS has been encouraging Neighbourhood 
Planning groups to use the opportunity 
designate LGs to protect their special areas 
of open space. The designation should only 

be used where the land is not extensive, is 
local in character, reasonably close to the 
community and where it is demonstrably 
special, for example because of its beauty, 
historic significance, recreational value, 
tranquillity or richness of its wildlife. The 
Boxford Neighbourhood Plan, which is 
going to referendum at the end of October, 
contains 13 designated Local Green Spaces. 
The Plan explains that local residents 
believe that these green spaces, which range 
from small greens within recent housing 
developments, to larger areas of meadow 
on the periphery of the village, to be 
important to the character of Boxford.

District wide local plans can also be used 
to designate Local Green Spaces – moving 
on from the previous designation of 
Special Landscape Areas which tended to 

cover more extensive areas.  In the summer 
SPS responded to the consultation on 
the West Suffolk Local Plan and was 
pleased to be able to support its proposed 
allocation of eight areas as Local Green 
Spaces including the Upper Stour Valley, 
South Brecks, Lakenheath Fen, Glem 
Valley and Kennett Valley.

Bethany Philbedge
Planning Officer, Suffolk Preservation Society

Planning Overview

LOCAL GREEN SPACES 
A useful tool to replace Special Landscape Area Designations

suffolksociety.org/campaign-bulletins

Update and comment on local planning issues

For details on all SPS’s planning campaign work,  
see our monthly bulletins available on our website at

SUNNICA SOLAR ENERGY SCHEME – EXAMINATION DELAYED
The first Issue Specific Hearing and 
Open Floor Hearings at the Examination 
into what would be the country’s 
largest solar farm on sites spanning the 
Suffolk/ Cambridgeshire border, were 
postponed at the end of July.  Following 

a Preliminary Hearing on 27 July, the 
Inspectorate decided that a revised 
timetable for the Examination was 
required. SPS understands that this was 
due to the Applicant requiring changes 
to the application but not entering a 

formal change request by the agreed 
deadline.  After a two-month delay in the 
proceedings, the preliminary hearings 
recommenced at the end of September 
and the Examination will run until 
March 2023.
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In addition to the Sunnica scheme, the 
number of applications for large scale 
commercial scale solar schemes in the 
pipeline for Suffolk continues to rise.  
Our new Prime Minister, Liz Truss, 
publicly promised to stop solar farms 
being built on food producing land when 
on her campaign trail.  Time will tell 
whether this promise will be kept as this 
contradicts a statement from the junior 
housing minister, Eddie Hughes, in June.  

He said that the Government’s recent 
energy security strategy had set a “clear 
ambition for a fivefold increase in 
deployment of the UK’s solar capacity, up 
to 70 GW, by 2035” and disappointingly 
suggested that he was content that the 
current ratio of 50:50 between fields and 
roofs is likely to continue. So, we must 
watch this space and wait for the fog of 
confusion to lift.

COMMERCIAL SOLAR  
– AN UNCERTAIN FUTURE

It has been confirmed that Sizewell C 
forms part of government plans to approve 
one new nuclear reactor a year as part of 
their energy strategy to bolster the UK’s 
nuclear capacity, with the hope that by 
2050 up to 25% of projected energy 
demand will come from nuclear. 
Consent was granted in July for Sizewell C 
to go ahead despite continuing uncertainty 
over how sufficient potable water will be 
sourced during both the construction 
and operational phases.  Kwasi Kwarteng, 
then Secretary of State, in his decision 
letter granting consent disagreed with 
the Examining Authority’s conclusions 
regarding the water supply, despite the area 
being officially designated as an ‘Area of 
serious water stress’ by the Environment 
Agency. He stated that he considers that 
the uncertainty over the permanent water 
supply strategy is not a barrier to granting 
consent to the proposed development.
Meanwhile, the local campaign group 
Together Against Sizewell C Limited 

(TASC) has begun a legal challenge 
against the government’s decision.   
They claim that fundamental legal errors 
were made, particularly in respect of 
water, alternatives to nuclear power, local 
wildlife and climate change and call for 
these arguments to be fully scrutinised by 
the Courts. Unfortunately, following a 
misunderstanding over the exact 6-week 
window for submission, the RSPB, which 
had raised concerns over the impact on 
wildlife, submitted their challenge to 
the High Court a day too late and it will 
not therefore be considered. The RSPB 
regret this mistake but is quoted as saying 
that the entire NSIP process is stacked 
against those challenging the Sizewell C 
proposals, citing numerous examples that 
EDF had been able to set and miss their 
own deadlines during the Examination 
process. It will therefore be giving its  
full support to TASC who did 
successfully submit their application 
before the deadline.

SIZEWELL C - LATEST
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SCC has been recognised by the 
Government for its knowledge and expertise 
in dealing with NSIP energy applications 
– confirmation, if any was needed, that 
Suffolk is being disproportionately affected 
by large energy developments to meet the 

nation’s future energy needs.
The Government’s Innovation and 
Capacity Fund is providing £90,500, which 
will see the council run a programme 
of monthly seminars culminating in a 
conference to increase the skills and 

expertise of local authority officers and 
politicians across the eastern region, to deal 
with these complex projects. The aim is to 
create a collaborative network across local 
authorities across the East, to share good 
practice and knowledge.

SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL TO CREATE CENTRE OF EXCELLENCE 
FOR NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS

     A clear ambition for a fivefold increase  
in deployment of the UK’s solar capacity
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Planning Overview
Continued from Page 15

The Levelling Up and Regeneration Bill, 
which received its second reading in 
the summer, incorporates some of the 
proposals for planning reform outlined 
in the Planning for the Future White 
Paper, August 2020. These were initially 
proposed to be in a separate Planning Bill 
that has now been scrapped, along with 
its controversial proposals for a zonal 
approach to planning. 
The Planning elements are wide ranging 
but much of the detail remains outstanding 
and only time will tell whether the Bill 
will positively reform Planning. It does, 
however, contain a potential power grab 
by central government through a reform of 
the Local Plan Making process and creation 
of National Development Management 
Policy which will potentially trump the 
Local Plan. The legal “presumption in 
favour of the development plan” will 
shift to a legal presumption in favour of 
the National Development Management 
Plan. It is unclear what this will look 
like, but effectively it could be anything 

the Government says it 
should be which relates to 
development or use of land 
in England. Under the new 
regime, local plans cannot 
repeat or be inconsistent 
with anything in any 
NDMP.
This may lead to more 
consistency, to streamed-
down more focussed local 
plans, and thereby to better 
decision-making. But it is a 
radically different approach 
and it remains less than 
clear how this shift will 
benefit democratic opinion and the voice of 
communities when it comes to influencing 
land use proposals. 
Meanwhile the Liz Truss administration 
has announced its intention to create 
Investment Zones to accelerate housing 
and infrastructure delivery in order to drive 
economic growth. All Investment Zones 
will have a mandate to boost growth  

 

LEVELLING UP THROUGH PLANNING REFORM?

Recent efforts by local residents to 
prevent the demolition of the clubhouse 
at Felixstowe Ferry Golf Club have been 
thwarted after Historic England refused 
an application to list the structure. 
Specifically, it was rejected on the grounds 
that its design is typical of buildings 
of this type and date with nothing to 
distinguish it from the large number of 
buildings surviving from this period, 
and furthermore, it has undergone 
considerable alteration and extension 
both externally and internally. The project 
to demolish the clubhouse and replace 
with a larger, contemporary building, 
incorporating facilities available to the 
wider community, will therefore proceed.  
Funding for the proposed new clubhouse 
has been sourced by allowing part of the 
site to be developed for housing and five 
luxury new builds are being marketed 
in the region of £1.8M per dwelling.  
Meanwhile our calls for some of this 
windfall to be spent on the Martello 

tower which is owned by the Club, and is 
on Historic England’s At Risk Register, 
continue to be ignored.
Better news on a long-awaited decision 
on the application to convert barns 
into 5 dwellings close to grade II* listed 
Erwarton Hall and its grade I listed 
gatehouse was received in August.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

This application has taken over two years 
to be determined since a first application 
for seven dwellings was refused, but 
the planning committee at Babergh has 
finally resolved to refuse permission due 
to the harm that would result on these 
important heritage assets and the impact 
upon the AONB.

HERITAGE NEWS

Meanwhile our calls for some of this windfall to be spent on the Martello tower which is owned by the Club, 
and is on Historic England’s At Risk Register, continue to be ignored

and the planning system will not stand in 
the way of investment and development. 
Whilst further detail is awaited on the 
mechanisms by which these zones will work 
in practice, serious concerns are already 
being raised over a proposed reduction in 
consultation with statutory bodies and a 
removal of environmental protections or 
affordable home requirements. 
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Meet the new trustees

In any organisation there is a vital balance to be struck between continuity and experience versus innovation and fresh thinking. Therefore, over 
the last year or so we’ve offered our profound thanks to the outgoing Trustees who have served so assiduously and welcomed the following new 
members to our Board.

Elizabeth Coughlin
Suffolk Preservation Society

AMI BIRRELL
Ami has been co-opted to the Board and is a highly experienced Events Manager who has run conferences, product 
launches and client trips across the world. Now focussing her attention closer to home, she joins us from Suffolk 
Chamber of Commerce where she has been supporting local business and organising marketing events as well as serving 
on the Wool Towns Association Board. Ami is passionate about sustainability and the preservation of our natural 
world.  Her commercial acumen and digital marketing specialisation are sure to be of huge value to the Society.

RACHEL BUNN
Rachel has also been co-opted to the Board. As Assistant Principal at East Coast College responsible for apprenticeships, 
Rachel has an unparalleled network of contacts across the county’s education sectors as well as impeccable working 
relationships with the local business community. She has extensive experience of charity fund-raising and is a Suffolk 
Business women Board member.  Rachel is passionate about the unique qualities of our region and wants to use her skills 
and connections to increase the profile of the Society within the wider community and further its influence.

KARL DEBENHAM
After a long and successful global career as an investment analyst, lifelong Suffolk resident Karl has turned to academia 
in retirement, completing first a Bachelor’s then a Master’s degree in philosophy. Currently engaged in PhD research 
at the University of Essex, he is involved in a range of local voluntary organisations. A passionate and energetic 
communicator, Karl is determined to utilise his skills for the benefit of our wonderful county.

SIR GUY QUILTER
Suffolk born and bred, Guy has extensive first-hand experience of the challenges of managing and maintaining historic 
properties. Following careers in the Irish Guards and as a stockbroker, he and his wife Jenny spent 25 years restoring 
Sutton Hall Estate before moving on to do the same with Grove Park, a Grade II Georgian House in Yoxford. As 
well as practical, financial and technical know-how, Guy brings considerable fund-raising nous, having amassed an 
incredible £100,000 for charity by rowing the Atlantic.

THOMAS SEYMOUR
Thomas has a wealth of experience as a Chancery barrister, is a Bencher of Inner Temple and has been a trustee of 
Radley College Foundation since 2000, including a decade as Chair. His technical expertise and detailed knowledge of 
the governance of charities is proving to be invaluable.

SIMON STURGIS
Simon is an architect specialising in sustainability and is widely lauded as an expert in his field. He provides policy and 
strategic advice on the delivery of a low carbon, resource efficient built environment to a huge range of stakeholders 
and is currently Special Advisor to the Environmental Audit Select Committee. Simon is able to offer an invaluable 
assessment of the likely impact of any proposed developments and potential improvements.
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Fiona Cairns
Director, Suffolk Preservation Society

By nature, I’m an optimist. As a 
longstanding heritage professional, 
however, I’ve come to appreciate the 
merits of pessimism. That way, I’m 
rarely disappointed and just occasionally 
pleasantly surprised by the planning system. 
Nowhere has this default position been 
more useful than in the arena of the design 
of new buildings, especially major housing 
developments, across our county. 
With one or two exceptions, developers 
have been content to offer up bland and 
uninspiring designs, with planners – for 
various reasons discussed below – unwilling 
to ask for better.  
Our Manifesto for Suffolk, launched to 
coincide with our 90th anniversary in 
2019, devoted a great number of pages to 
the impact of poor design, both on those 
living in these houses and on the wider 
built and social environment.  
In it, we outlined the various ways in which 

the Society would strive to encourage 
better designs. These strategies included 
ensuring that available guidance was both 
up-to-date and reflective of vernacular 
Suffolk styles in a modern context and 
by offering training to parish and town 
councils and local amenity groups to help 
hold planners to account. 
I recall drafting those commitments with 
a heavy heart as, at the time, aside from 
the odd victory here and there we were 
fighting on a battlefield very much not of 
our choosing. 
The prevailing orthodoxy was that design 
was a too subjective and marginal concept 
in the eyes of developers and planners alike. 
Why waste time on something which was 
too difficult to nail down and which eats 
into councils’ costs – and developers’ hefty 
profit margins?  
The main housebuilders were seen as too 
mighty for councils to refuse planning 

permissions on the grounds of design – 
not least if the decision was overturned 
on appeal, those cash-strapped bodies 
would face ruinous costs being awarded 
against them. 
What’s changed?  
Crucially, Government policy has. In 
July last year a revised National Planning 
Framework (NPPF) was published which 
fundamentally flipped the previous 
situation on its head. “Development that 
is not well designed should be refused”. 
In other words, developers had to include 
good design in their plans and not just 
avoid the bad or bland.  
Slowly but surely, as is made clear in 
a fascinating report from the Place 
Alliance (‘Appealing Decision’), this new 
requirement is starting to have an impact in 
levelling the terrain. 
The report compares a cohort of planning 
appeals before and after the revised NPPF. 

Good Design – by Design!

Has the design war been won?

The report suggests that local authorities may have the confidence to resist bland anywhere design in the future



Deben Fields
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It is clear, that the success rate of planning 
refusals being upheld has grown enormously 
since July 2021, with the failure to accord 
with local design guides being cited as a key 
factor in many – even where there was a 
shortfall in housing supply.  
Most crucially, even in those cases where the 
developers successfully argued that a refusal 
on design grounds should be put aside, 
in many instances the inspector refused 
them costs or only awarded partial costs. 
This was on the basis that the councils had 
acted unreasonably in other regards and not 
on the basis of the validity of their design 
concerns.  
A further sign that design is to be given 
more weight in planning decisions was the 
announcement in the Queen’s speech that 

the Levelling Up White Paper will require 
all local councils to have an agreed design 
code for their area.  Whether that makes it 
into the final legislation remains to be seen, 
however. 
So has the design war been won? 
Definitely not. What is needed is a 
significant reinforcement of local design 
policy and resourcing. The Suffolk Design 
Guide is a good start, although the 2020 
update doesn’t seem to have gained much 
traction and so far, deals solely with the 
design of streets.
Councils do need to tighten up their local 
interpretations of this protocol.  They need 
to invest in the number and quality of their 
professional staff to ensure that they have 
the right skills to advise on design issues at a 

pre-application stage and onwards. 
I’m pleased to say that East Suffolk District 
Council has just appointed a Design 
Champion who is an urban designer, whilst 
some other districts also have Urban Design 
Officers in post. The Society has written to 
the remaining councils enquiring as to their 
plans in this regard. 
We also believe that elected councillors on 
the various planning committees across the 
county need to be fully brought up to date 
with the new guidance, so that they are more 
able to challenge poor proposed designs. 
In this way, Suffolk stands a better chance 
of resisting being over-run by swathes of 
‘anywhere’ housing than ever before.
I’m almost feeling quite optimistic about 
that. 

SPS is delighted that a high quality, contemporary 
development of a brownfield site in Felixstowe wins 
2022 National Housing Design Award

In April 2021 SPS wrote in 
support of East Suffolk Council’s 
redevelopment of the Deben 
High School site to include 45 
apartments and 16 houses with a high 
proportion of affordable housing.  
This brownfield site is in a highly 
sustainable location and plans include 
the retention of the 1930’s assembly 
hall to be used as a community 
building.  SPS also supported the 
high-quality contemporary design 
which will create a distinct sense of 
place and incorporates community 
open spaces and a number of 
sustainable Passivhaus energy 
measures. We identified this as a 
potentially exemplar scheme. We are 
delighted that this scheme has been 
recognised and look forward to the 
plans being delivered in their entirety 
including the materials, sustainable 
energy measures and the provision 
and management landscaping areas.

    Development that is not well designed should be refused.  
In other words, developers had to include good design in 
their plans and not just avoid the bad or bland.

Top Left 
Deben Fields sustainability diagram

Top Right 
Pedestrians and cyclists are prioritised with car-free routes

Bottom Left 
Apartment buildings overlook the new cricket common

Bottom Right 
Community garden and the existing assembly hall which will be 

repurposed for community use

Images © Picaro Studio
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We’re not sure about you, but SPS is 
starting to worry about what’s going on 
in our county’s fields. 
A prolonged period of near zero rainfall 
throughout July and August produced 
an eerily, almost lunar landscape. Fields 
of potatoes looked as if they’ve been 
blow torched and of course, many acres 
of wheat and barley have indeed literally 
gone up in flames.
Parched soils mean delaying planting 
some of next year’s crops – and some 
might not be able to be planted at all.
Meanwhile, even though shipments 
have now been allowed out of the port 
of Odessa under an UN-brokered deal, 
it is clear that the conflict there will 
mean shortages of and higher prices for 
grain, sunflower oil and other products 
for British food manufacturers and 
consumers.
With the implications of climate change 
and Vladimir Putin’s ongoing war 

uppermost in my mind, it was timely 
that the CPRE, the countryside charity, 
recently published a most interesting 
paper. 
‘Building on our food security’ looks at 
how the loss of Best and Most Versatile 
(BMV) agricultural land in this country 
is accelerating in the rush to build 
massive housing developments. But 
it also establishes how – through the 
present planning system and via reforms 
to it – we can yet avoid significant 
disruption as a country.
Using the Agricultural Land 
Classification, BMV normally refers to 
Grades 1, 2 and 3a. Aside from the sandy 
soils along the coast, most of Suffolk 
is covered by grades 2 (very good) and 
3 (good). Theoretically, such land is 
protected by national planning policy. 
But adhering to the old adage ‘if you 
don’t measure it, you don’t value it’, it is 
worrying that no systematic monitoring 

of what’s happening to that land has been 
conducted since 2010.
This is in clear contrast to protected 
landscape designations of National 
Parks and Areas of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty, where land use patterns are 
monitored by the Department for 
Environment, Food & Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA).
As a result, CPRE conducted its own 
research. This found that between 
2010 and 2022, there were 14,415 
hectares of Grade 1, 2 and identified 
Grade 3a agricultural land covered 
by development. Of this, 8,035 
hectares were used for private housing 
developments totalling 287,864 houses. 
Another 1400 hectares were used 
for renewable energy developments 
including solar. 
In total, this represents a 0.63% loss 
(0.52% for the east of England) of our 
total identified BMV agricultural land.

Do we need to boost our food 
security in these increasingly 
uncertain times?
Latest research by CPRE raises some difficult questions

A field of ripened wheat, Drinkstone.  
© Shutterstock
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Now this might not sound a great deal, 
but the Food Foundation’s Veg Facts series 
found that, in 2018, only 1% of the UK’s 
agricultural land was used to produce 52.7% 
of our vegetables. Based on this production 
rate to the 14,415 hectares of BMV land 
developed in England, this is equivalent to 
losing the production of around 250,000 
tonnes of vegetables — enough to provide 
nearly two million people with their 5-a-day 
for an entire year!
In terms of renewables, as we have long 
since argued, there is plenty of potentially 
suitable alternative space for renewable 
technologies — particularly for solar panels 
on existing and new rooftops. Incidentally, 
SPS would also question whether the loss 
of grade 4 land to such projects is also 
acceptable. The proposed circa 1150-hectare 
Sunnica solar development along the 
Suffolk/Cambridgeshire border is on 
sandy soil which is ideal for growing root 
vegetables but is grade 4 land.  
While solar farms can allow for continued 
agricultural use through sheep grazing,  
the land in Suffolk has predominately been 
used for arable and vegetable growing.  
Moreover, while solar farms are often 
promoted as a means to achieve a much-
needed increase in biodiversity through  
the planting of wildflowers beneath the 
panels, at a commercial scale they still 
represent a significant loss of potential food 
growing land.

The Society is backing CPRE’s call for: 

A consultation on and publication of a national land 
use strategy that provides an integrated framework 
for local policy and decision-making on both planning 
and farming.

A brownfield first policy 

A firm presumption against development on BMV 
land — the higher the ALC grade, the greater the 
weight which should be attached to its protection

Site-specific surveys to be mandatory on any 
development proposals involving more than one 
hectare of land, unless it is clear that the site will not 
contain BMV land

Require local councils to identify and track  
development on BMV land in their areas, as they do  
with brownfield land.

Only in this way, will we maintain and boost our food 
security in these increasingly uncertain times.

Potato harvesting at Woodbridge. 
© Shutterstock



2022 has been the year that we have finally 
emerged from a long hiatus in our events 
programme. We have had the renewed 
pleasure of meeting our members again 
across a diverse range of venues, with a 
fascinating range of speakers.  The year 
started with the spring event in May at 
Sibton Park, hosted by Mrs Lois Hunt, 
celebrating the SPS Heritage Hero 
Awards and a fascinating talk by the 
chairman of Historic England, Sir Laurie 
Magnus on the Power of Heritage. We 
had a delightful summer garden party, 
generously hosted by Mr and Mrs Thomas 
Seymour at Gothic Farm, Heveningham 
in June, which was well attended by 
trustees and members, new and old. On 
one of the hottest days of the year in July 
we had a fascinating tour of Tendring 
Park, courtesy of the owner Emily Holden 
and her cousin Robert Townshend. 
Finally, we ended our annual programme 
of events with a talk by Professor Jules 
Pretty on his latest book Sea Sagas of 
the North, at Bawdsey Manor, where 
we were treated to a short tour of the 
house and gardens led by SPS trustee, 
Sir Guy Quilter, whose antecedent, Sir 
William Cuthbert Quilter, built Bawdsey 
manor and Patricia Shepherd, Suffolk 
based landscape architect and historian, 
respectively.
We look in more detail at the summer 
and autumn events at Tendring Park and 
Bawdsey Manor reported by volunteers 
Linda Clapham and Tina Schwarz:

TENDRING HALL ESTATE – ITS 
HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT
A WALKING TOUR OF THE PARKLAND

LINDA CLAPHAM – SPS VOLUNTEER

Set above the Stour Valley in South 
Suffolk the landscaped park of the 
Tendring Hall Estate at Stoke by Nayland 
sits attractively on a high ridge which 
gently slopes down to the river valley. 
On a very hot afternoon in July members 
donned their sun hats for a walking tour 
of this lovely parkland and its environs.
We learned from our informed hosts 
Emily Holden and Robert Townshend, 
family trustees of the Rowley estate, 
that the parkland had received much 
improvement in recent years.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In particular, additional tree planting 
to conform to historic layouts which, in 
time, will add perspective to ‘The Temple’, 
an attractive lodge situated at the end of 
the garden canal. These survive from the 
earlier landscaping by Repton: Tendring 
Hall was demolished in1954, with the 
exception of its entrance portico which 
survives and remains standing in the park. 
The enormous walled kitchen garden also 
survives. 
Sir Joshua Rowley, Rear Admiral of the 
White, was responsible for the rebuilding 
of Tendring Hall, his new house 
dating from 1784-6 being designed by 
architect Sir John Soane, one of his early 

commissions. It replaced earlier buildings 
on the site dating back to William de 
Tendring’s house of the late thirteenth 
century to the medieval home of the 
Howards, Dukes of Norfolk by the end 
of the fifteenth century. A dovecot, tower 
and remains of other ancillary builds are 
still in evidence.
With landscape in mind members were 
able to admire new hedgerow restoration 
planting on adjacent farmland to The 
Temple, part of a national scheme 
initiated by CPRE and facilitated by SPS, 
and to hear from Fiona Wells of the Stour 
Valley Farmer Cluster, who represents 
a group of twenty-six farmers who 
collectively own the 20,000 acres of land 
that makes up nearly all the Dedham Vale 
AONB (see Suffolk View Issue 139).
This was a wonderful afternoon, full of 
interest and information in a fabulous 
setting, including the afternoon 
refreshments which were absolutely 
delicious, and most welcome.  Our 
grateful thanks go to Emily and Robert 
for their time and hospitality with 
‘goodbyes’ punctuated by the lovely sound 
of the swallows swooping low around us 
in the barned courtyard.
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A review of this year’s programme
Events 2022 – Back in full swing!



SEA SAGAS OF THE NORTH, 
A TALK BY PROFESSOR 
JULES PRETTY AT 
BAWDSEY MANOR 
TINA SCHWARZ, SPS VOLUNTEER

A perfect September day to drive 
the ten miles of sandy lanes from 
Woodbridge down to the North Sea 
at Bawdsey Manor. A hall full of SPS 
members and friends heard Professor 
Jules Pretty talk around the coastal 
stories and sagas of Doggerland. His 
collected tales of previous rising sea 
levels and the resultant disappearance 
of the land once connecting us to 

mainland Europe are so relevant to us 
all as we approach at storm force speed 
the tipping point for the survival of 
our planet.

He is not all doom and gloom!  
We can act to cut our personal carbon 
footprints. Made easier by using 
Professor Pretty’s plan, a single sheet 
of A5 which he talked us through. 
His enthusiastic message is that 
we need action now while drawing 
encouragement and support from the 
collected stories in his book, Sea Sagas 
of the North, Travels and Tales at 
Warming Waters.

We could not have had a better 
meeting place than Bawdsey Manor. 
The Ordnance Survey 6” survey of 
1880 shows nothing on the site. The 
OS revise of 1902 has the enormous 
Jacobethan house, stable yard, walled 
garden, dairy, lodges, quay, gardens 
laid out and trees planted. We enjoyed 
a walk around the grounds, guided 
by Patricia Shepherd of the Suffolk 
Gardens Trust, including the site of 
Martello V, which was converted to a 
sunken garden. Remains of the once 
grand gardens and buildings evoke 
the extravagant past, though we did 
wonder if the estate could disappear as 
fast as it was built given how close the 
sight and sound of the North Sea is 
from the terrace! 

We completed the afternoon with tea 
in a room overlooking Felixstowe, 
the docks and wind farms beyond the 
river Deben. Thanks are due to PGL, 
current owners of the Manor and 
their efficient and cheerful young staff 
posted around the site, making sure 
we didn’t get lost.

Many of us have wondered over 
the years what lay behind the estate 
fences. The answer is, we now know, 
far more than we realised, thank you 
to the SPS for organising the surprise.
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Page 22 Top 
Fiona Wells updates 
Members on the 
Hedgerow Hero 
project at Stoke by 
Nayland
Bottom 
SPS Members 
gather at the portico 
on the Tendring 
Hall Estate
Page 23 Top 
Sir Guy Quilter, 
SPS Trustee, 
introduces Professor 
Jules Pretty in 
the Great Hall, 
Bawdsey Manor
Bottom Left 
The sunken garden, 
on the site of a 
former Martello 
tower
Bottom Right 
Bawdsey Manor 
built by Sir 
Cuthbert Quilter

Continued on page 24
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Events 
Coming up  
in 2023

Continued from Page 23

We are already working on our 2023 
programme of events with an exciting 
line up starting with a study tour 
of the Lowestoft Heritage Action 
Zone in the spring, led by the Project 
Manager, Rebecca Styles (see page 11). 
Next year our summer garden 
party will be held at Brames Hall, 
Wetheringsett in June, the home of 
our chairman and his wife, Robert and 
Fiona Townshend. 

Our summer event will be held in 
July at Cockfield Hall, where the 
exciting story of the recent landscape 
restoration project will be explained by 
the project landscape architect, Kim 
Wilkie, and the fascinating tale of the 
Yoxman will be fully explored. 
Look out for more details of all these 
forthcoming events in the next edition 
of Suffolk View.

Suffolk Spotlight
A round up of local news from 
community groups across Suffolk

Edited by Elizabeth Coughlin

THE IPSWICH SOCIETY 
The Society held its annual garden party 
indoors for the first time, a merciful 
relief from the of heat of July, in the 
cool of the 14th century St. Clements 
Church, the original church of the 
seamen of the Hanseatic Port of Ipswich. 
Its congregation dwindled during the 
twentieth century and thus it was 
declared redundant in 1970. 
Amongst its many uses since then has 
been as the scenery and prop store for 
The Wolsey Theatre, during which 
time a fire destroyed the roof which 
has since been replaced. Now owned 
by Ipswich Borough Council, it is 
being transformed into a fully-fledged 
independent Arts Centre under the 
direction of architect Peter Brooks 
and the Ipswich Historic Churches 
Trust. A new wood floor has been laid 

preserving the original brasses, stone 
memorials and floor and the carillon 
has been restored. Some 120 Ipswich 
Society members attended the party, 
some of whom are SPS members as well. 
After a welcome speech from our Chair, 
John Norman, we indulged in wine and 
canapes whilst meeting friends old and 
new, viewing displays of the history of 
the church and being defeated by the 
Suffolk Photographic Quiz. The space is 
now open for hire but note there are no 
toilets- £100,000 desperately needed!
The Ipswich Garden Suburb build 
has commenced with a traffic light-
controlled access from Henley Road to 
115 houses to the east. Sadly, they are 
being built to old insulation and heating 
standards because Crest Nicolson dug the 
foundations before the recent change in 
the Building Control Regulations. 

© Adrian Pye



Suffolk Spotlight

Meanwhile, permission has been 
granted for the 85-hectare country 
park, its visitor centre and cafe, a 
vehicle, cycle and pedestrian bridge 
across the railway plus a second cycle/
pedestrian bridge close to Westerfield 
Station with its associated heavy-
handed zig-zag steel approach ramps. 
We are objecting to the failure of 
sustainability and the poverty of both 
the housing design and the street 
scene of the next application, plus 
the failure to establish cycle and foot 
connections to the town centre and 
Colchester Road.  
This huge development - value over 
a billion pounds - will have at least 
3,500 houses, 10,000 people and as 
many vehicles. It is going to be a major 
feature on the northern approach to 
the future Ipswich. We need to get 
it right but the power and resistance 
of the big builders is threatening the 
good work and intentions of our 
Borough Planning Officers.

THE BURY SOCIETY
After a two-year delay, thanks 
to Covid, we were finally able to 
celebrate the Abbey’s Millennium this 
summer.  The spiritual importance 
of the Abbey was highlighted in 
many ways, including a unique 
weekend in May hosting people 
from across Europe for a weekend 
of  “Abiding Wisdom” with keynote 
speakers. Among those attending 
were Benedictine monks and nuns, 
reminding us that it was their forbears 
who lived at the Abbey and guarded 
St Edmund’s shrine. Manuscripts last 
displayed here 500 years ago were 
brought from their current home at 
Pembroke College, Cambridge and 
viewed by 2,513 people.
On the secular side, a splendid 
Midsummer Party recognised the 
generosity of sponsors and the 
support of the National Lottery 

Heritage Fund and in July a Picnic 
in the Park attracted crowds for a 
day of music and entertainment, 
as well as the chance to see how 
community groups operate. Schools 
have participated in art and drama, 
a bio-blitz has reminded us of the 
importance of nature, town trails have 
been designed, literary competitions 
and lectures held. The best of music 
has been heard as Bury hosted the 
Aldeburgh festival and other concerts 
throughout the summer.
The climax of this year of celebration 
will be in November with an 
incredible Spectacle of Light Show 
projecting images of illuminated 
manuscripts from the Abbey onto 
historic buildings plus a light trail 
through the Abbey ruins. By day 
there will be the Edmund lecture and 
church services reminding us that 
without our patron saint and one of 
the biggest Abbey churches in Europe, 

we would never have been a centre of 
pilgrimage and a place of such global 
importance.
Amid all the joy and celebration of 
this magnificent anniversary, the Bury 
Society has suffered the sad loss of 
two of our most prominent members, 
Roderick Rees and June Shield.
 A grammar school boy from 
Essex, Roderick had a long and 
distinguished career as an architect in 
Suffolk and in retirement served for 
nearly 10 years as the Bury Society’s 
planning officer. Known for his 
humour, he enjoyed lampooning 
various developments in the town 
and the Society will be publishing a 
book of his cartoons later this year as 
a tribute. As well as his humour, his 
wisdom, expertise and advice will be 
sorely missed.
June Shield was a pioneering and 
inspirational nurse who played a key 
role in founding St Nicholas Hospice. 
Born in County Durham, June moved 
to Bury for her first husband’s job 
and worked at West Suffolk Hospital, 
then trained as a specialist Macmillan 
nurse at the Royal Marsden before 
returning to the town in 1984.  
She was awarded the Cancer Relief 
Macmillan Fund’s Henry Garnett 
medal for long service. Known for her 
compassion, June was an enthusiastic 
member of the Society in retirement 
and her loss will be keenly felt.

Page 24 Top 
The Ipswich Society 
Garden Party held 
in St Clement’s 
church 
Photo Mike Cook
Bottom 
Interior of  
St Clement’s 
Church, Ipswich. 
© Nicholas Jacob 
Architects
Page 25 Top 
Henley Gate which 
is one of three 
neighbourhoods 
that form the 
Ipswich Garden 
Suburb, will deliver 
1,100 new homes, 
a new primary 
school, a 30 hectare 
Country Park, 
community uses 
and a Local Centre 
at the heart of the 
development.
Bottom 
The climax of this 
year of celebration 
will be in November 
with the Spectacle 
of Light Show - 
Bury St Edmunds. 
© Abbey of  
St Edmund 
Heritage 
Partnership
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If you have a local campaign that you would like to share, 
please contact us at sps@suffolksociety.org

Continued from Page 25

HERITAGE CHAMPION AWARD WINNERS - UPDATE

Suffolk Spotlight

BENTON END, HADLEIGH

Now under the care of the Garden Museum 
of London, Benton End is preparing to open 
once again as a place to celebrate and learn 
about art and horticulture. 
The team at Benton End House and Garden 
Trust were thrilled to receive one of SPS’ 
Heritage Champion Awards earlier this year. 
They are working enthusiastically towards 
the next stage in the long-term restoration 
project of the house and garden. Having 
recently appointed Jo Wiltcher as Project 
Director, they are now currently advertising 
for a Head Gardener; these two roles are 
crucial to direct the development of the 
House and Garden respectively. Fund raising 
is ongoing and we hope to be able to update 
on progress in the Spring.

ALL SAINTS CHURCH - HITCHAM

It’s been all systems go at Hitcham since 
we completed the Tower Project at All 
Saints Church. Now that we have the 
“facilities” in place the building is being 
used for community events and meetings 
as well as services. These events have been 
as diverse as our Jubilee Exhibition, “Do 
you remember? 70 years of Hitcham life”, 
several concerts, ringing a full peal to 
mark the Queen’s accession to the throne 
and a display of two hundred lit Victorian 
oil lamps. We opened the latter with a 
ring by the newly formed Hitcham Band 
of ringers.
Irreverently dubbed “The Clangers”, 
we have twelve people at various stages 
of learning how to ring, all under the 
careful tutelage of members of the 
Suffolk Guild of Ringers. Five have now 
achieved Stage One and are able to ring 
for Sunday services. We have also rung 
for weddings and been able to toll the 
tenor for two special funerals when the 
bell is rung half muffled one full circle 

for each year of the person’s life. All our 
hard work training meant we were able 
to properly honour the life of our Queen. 
Malcolm Currie, rang a special toll for 
the Queen whilst his wife Nicola stood 
opposite him counting the number of 
pulls (it’s difficult to ring and count on 
these occasions).  

The band of ringers took part in the two 
special half muffled rings, the national 
one on the Friday and again on the 
Monday whilst Her Majesty’s coffin was 
on its way to Windsor.

Jo Wiltcher – the newly appointed Project Director at Benton End Credit: Benton End House and Garden Trust

mailto:sps@suffolksociety.org
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With rampant energy tariffs and inflation 
hitting the family budget, most of us are 
having to keep a close eye on finances and 
are keen to ensure our hard-earned money 
is well-spent. So what, you might ask, 
is the point of belonging to the Suffolk 
Preservation Society?
As a self-funding charity, the SPS stands 
up for Suffolk communities that love their 
heritage and landscape. We are an advocate 
for the countryside at national level, as the 
local affiliate of CPRE, The Countryside 
Charity, and are part of the AONB 
Partnership working to protect our two 
Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
We support community groups, parish 
councils and individuals who are concerned 
for the future of their towns and villages, 
providing advice and guidance. Our 
professional planners engage with the 
planning system to defend our natural 
and built heritage and seek to ensure that 
new development is in the right place, well 
designed and sustainable. 
Of course, none of this can happen without 
funding and that is where our membership 
is vital.  

Members enjoy a year-round programme 
of lectures, visits and newsletters as well 
as receiving Suffolk View Magazine. By 
teaming up with the selection of the 
county’s finest historic properties, we are 
now able to provide 2 for 1 ticket entry to a 

diverse range of attractions as an additional 
benefit of SPS membership. 
So, if you care about your environment and 
want your voice to be heard, please come 
and join the SPS.

Join up and join in - 
helping us to help you

Suffolk Preservation Society

Founded in 1929, the SPS Charitable Incorporated Organisation No. 1154806 is working to safeguard the buildings and landscape of Suffolk.
The views expressed in Suffolk View are those of the individual authors and do not necessarily reflect the position of SPS.
SPS holds and manages data in strict accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (2018)
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Halesworth Golf, Bramfield Road, Halesworth, IP19 9XA
info@halesworthgc.co.uk          01986 875567

Two golf courses set in idyllic, undulating Suffolk countryside
Unrivalled views from the clubhouse provide the ideal backdrop for 

lunch, parties & weddings

Halesworth Golf

18-Hole & 9-Hole Golf Courses

Modern Bar & Restaurant
Visitors Welcome

Floodlit Driving Range & Practice Facilities
Conferences, Functions & Weddings
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Traditional Oak Carpentry
Conservation and Construction

To view some of our recent work visit our website: www.traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk
Rick Lewis Tel. 01449-782006 rick@traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk

FOUNTAIN HOUSE STUDIO   THE STREET   EAST BERGHOLT   COLCHESTER   CO7 6TB

We are a local architectural practice, established in 1993, which specialises 
in considered improvements and alterations to listed buildings of  all 
status.  Working with a sustainable ethos, we are also commissioned on 
many conversion and new build projects.  These are often for difficult or 
controversial sites in sensitive settings, Conservation Areas, AONB and 
Special Landscape Areas.

We offer a full range of  architectural services and consultation.  Typically, 
we follow a project right through the initial discussions with our client, to 
occupation and settling accounts and outstanding issues with the contractor.  
We have a breadth of  experience at all stages of  the process and are 
available for consultation or to produce specific reports at any point.
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CHARTERED CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
HISTORIC BUILDING SPECIALISTS - CARE ACCREDITED

www.themortonpartnership.co.uk 

Brunel House, Norwich Road, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8HX
Tel: 01986 875651       Email: halesworth@themortonpartnership.co.uk

Offices also in London and Essex

Bawdsey Radar Transmitter Block - Restoration & Development Project Rehability (East Anglia) Ltd - Chediston, Halesworth - Renovation Project

The Market Cross, Debenham, 
Suffolk IP14 6RA

T      01728 860 830
E      gmltd@gorniakandmckechnie.co.uk 
W    gorniakandmckechnie.com

We specialise in residential architecture providing a full range of architectural, design and building 
services, including listed buildings, barn conversions, new builds, extensions and renovations.

Studio 37, Church Street, Eye,
Su� olk IP23 7BD

T      01728 860 830 
E      gmltd@gorniakandmckechnie.co.uk
W    gorniakandmckechnie.com

https://www.rogerbalmerdesign.co.uk/
http://traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk/
https://www.gorniakandmckechnie.com/


Halesworth Golf, Bramfield Road, Halesworth, IP19 9XA
info@halesworthgc.co.uk          01986 875567

Two golf courses set in idyllic, undulating Suffolk countryside
Unrivalled views from the clubhouse provide the ideal backdrop for 

lunch, parties & weddings

Halesworth Golf

18-Hole & 9-Hole Golf Courses

Modern Bar & Restaurant
Visitors Welcome

Floodlit Driving Range & Practice Facilities
Conferences, Functions & Weddings
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R OSEM ARY CATTEE
I n t e r ior D e s ig n

t: 01473 811780 m: 07957 535 589
e: info@rosemarycattee.co.uk www.rosemarycattee.co.uk

Cubitt Theobald Ltd
Chartered Building Company  |  Est. 1903

We can assist with all building projects from redecoration  
to a complete refurbishment or a new hand-made kitchen.

Projects in East Anglia & London.

Cubitt Theobald Ltd,  
St. Catherines Road, Long Melford, Sudbury, Suffolk CO10 9JU

01787 371 002 • www.cubitt.co.uk

Heritage Insurance Agency 
Specialist insurers of

• Thatched Properties 

• Timbers Framed Properties 

• Barn Conversions 

• Thatched Holiday 
Homes/Second Homes

• Standard Construction let/
unoccupied  Properties 

CALL

01787 229200
for a quotation
www.heritageinsuranceagency.co.uk

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority 

Heritage Large Banner_Layout 1  24/04/2012  11:53  Page 1

Market Place - Directory
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CHARTERED CONSULTING CIVIL & STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS
HISTORIC BUILDING SPECIALISTS - CARE ACCREDITED

www.themortonpartnership.co.uk 

Brunel House, Norwich Road, Halesworth, Suffolk IP19 8HX
Tel: 01986 875651       Email: halesworth@themortonpartnership.co.uk

Offices also in London and Essex

Bawdsey Radar Transmitter Block - Restoration & Development Project Rehability (East Anglia) Ltd - Chediston, Halesworth - Renovation Project

The Market Cross, Debenham, 
Suffolk IP14 6RA

T      01728 860 830
E      gmltd@gorniakandmckechnie.co.uk 
W    gorniakandmckechnie.com

We specialise in residential architecture providing a full range of architectural, design and building 
services, including listed buildings, barn conversions, new builds, extensions and renovations.

Studio 37, Church Street, Eye,
Su� olk IP23 7BD

T      01728 860 830 
E      gmltd@gorniakandmckechnie.co.uk
W    gorniakandmckechnie.com
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n  Ar
Email: stephen@claydonarchitect.co.uk

Telephone (01394) 385257

Stephen Claydon MA Dip Arch (Edinburgh) RIBA AABC
7 Red Hall Court, Felixstowe, Suffolk IP11 7AQ
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Traditional Oak Carpentry
Conservation and Construction

To view some of our recent work visit our website: www.traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk
Rick Lewis Tel. 01449-782006 rick@traditionaloakcarpentry.co.uk

FOUNTAIN HOUSE STUDIO   THE STREET   EAST BERGHOLT   COLCHESTER   CO7 6TB

We are a local architectural practice, established in 1993, which specialises 
in considered improvements and alterations to listed buildings of  all 
status.  Working with a sustainable ethos, we are also commissioned on 
many conversion and new build projects.  These are often for difficult or 
controversial sites in sensitive settings, Conservation Areas, AONB and 
Special Landscape Areas.

We offer a full range of  architectural services and consultation.  Typically, 
we follow a project right through the initial discussions with our client, to 
occupation and settling accounts and outstanding issues with the contractor.  
We have a breadth of  experience at all stages of  the process and are 
available for consultation or to produce specific reports at any point.

Stephen Claydon   Architect

https://www.themortonpartnership.co.uk/
https://www.njarchitects.co.uk/
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The Old White Hart, Long Melford, Sudbury, Suffolk, CO10 9HX
01787 882214 |  www.rugandcarpetstudio.co.uk

Open Monday to Saturday, 10am – 5.30pm

Specialists in handmade rugs and carpets 
Restoration & cleaning workshop

R&CS 2015 qtr page_Layout 1  17/03/2015  14:58  Page 1

R & J HOGG LTD

Coney Weston
Bury St. Edmunds

Phone: 01359 221711
Phone/fax 01359 221221

•  Specialists in repairs and 

alterations to listed buildings 

following SPAB principles

•   Advice given on likely extent  

and cost of repairs even at  

pre-purchase stage

•   Lime wash and lime putty  

for sale

01473 218218
ipswich@jackson-stops.co.uk

Tim Dansie    Jonathan Penn    James Squirrell

Specialising in

Country Houses
Farmhouses & Cottages

Equestrian
Coastal

Townhouses

PROPERTY EXPERTS SINCE 1910
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https://www.hoggbuilders.co.uk/
https://www.rugandcarpetstudio.co.uk/
https://www.jackson-stops.co.uk/
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