Little Hall Market Place
Lavenham Suffolk CO109Q7Z
Telephone (01787) 247179
email sps@suffolksociety.org

www.sutfolksociety.org

By email only: 31 October 2023
info@lionlink.nationalgrid.com

Dear Sir,

National Grid Ventures LionLink Supplementary Non-Statutory Consultation
8 Sept 2023 to 3 Nov 2023

Further to our response to the consultation to the previous Non-Statutory Consultation from
October to December 2022 we are responding to the additional material set out in the
Supplementary Non-Statutory Public Consultation Sept to Nov 2023.

The proposals relate to:

e An alternative underground cable corridor to the north of Southwold.
e An alternative landfall site at Walberswick.

1. Summary

The SPS strongly objects to these latest proposals which are located within the Suffolk Coast
and Heaths AONB. We endorse many of the views set out in the representation from the
Suffolk Coast and Heaths AONB Partnership, of which SPS forms a part. SPS’s charitable
objects are to protect and promote all of the special heritage and landscape qualities across
the county and we have a wider remit than just the AONB. Nevertheless, we endorse the
AONB Partnership’s response highlighting the impending changes to the S85 of the CROW
Act, enhancing the weight to be given to the AONB designation and requiring that the
authority must seek to further the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the
area of outstanding natural beauty. This is a significant change in circumstances and must be
reflected in the site selection criteria applied in the delivery of this project.

2.The alternative corridor north of Southwold
The SPS is disappointed that a considerable length of alternative underground cable search

area runs through the AONB. This section of the AONB is one of the widest sections of the
protected landscape when measured between east and west, ie between landfall and the
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western boundary of the AONB. The East Suffolk Landscape Character Assessment
describes the most northerly stretch of the corridor of search as being of significant
geomorphological interest and ecological value and states that the coastal landscape north of
Southwold is internationally recognised, with the Crag cliffs forming part of Pakefield to Easton
Bavents SSSI and the coast providing breeding/overwintering habitat for a varied range of bird
species, forming part of the Benacre SPA and SAC;

Furthermore, the corridor of search includes a wide range of nationally important natural
and historic features including historic settlements such as: Uggeshall and Southerton;
isolated designated churches and farmsteads (Southerton Church grade II*); ancient
woodlands (Blyford Wood); and historic natural and historic landscapes such as Reydon
Common.

In particular, we object to the alternative corridor as it is one of the furthest away from
identified connection point of Friston. It therefore has the potential to cause maximum
disruption and environmental damage. The SPS considers that any underground cable
corridors should be kept to an absolute minimum, avoiding all landscape and heritage
designations, and providing full compensation according to the mitigation hierarchy as
appropriate.

3. The alternative landfall site at Walberswick

The site known as G2 is located within the AONB and the highly sensitive Suffolk Heritage
Coast. Itisin close proximity to the Walberswick Conservation Area, a designated heritage
asset, and is immediately to the south of The Street which runs through the centre of the
village. It is also in close proximity to the large expanse of common land, heaths and marshes
located to the south west of the village (and outside the Conservation Area) which are
classified by Natural England as ‘Suffolk Coast National Nature Reserve’ (formerly known
as Walberswick NNR) comprising approximately 1340Ha, and consisting of three reserves;
Walberswick, Hen Reedbed and Dingle Marshes. This area is classified by Natural England
as being a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI).

In addition, the Suffolk Heritage Explorer shows that the proposed site is the original site of
Walberswick church and settlement. Accordingly, it is archaeologically rich and historically
important site. The HER shows that ploughing brings up pottery, various bronze pieces and
painted glass, and that metal detected finds predominantly date from the very late Medieval
to the post Medieval and extends across the entire site.

The area of search for the underground cable to the site selected would impact upon the
Suffolk Coast National Nature Reserve. The levels of disruption to the landscape and
heritage, flora and fauna by the proposals would be highly damaging. This would be
contrary to national and local policy. The environmental damage should weigh heavily in



the balance against the public benefit of delivering renewable and secure energy supply for
the nation.

4. Conclusion

LionLink has the potential to cause significant damage and disruption to Suffolk coastal
communities and the Suffolk Coast & Heaths AONB and surrounding area. The natural
beauty and special qualities of the AONB and Heritage Coast are a key driver for the
tourism industry, in particular its landscape quality, tranquillity and natural cultural
heritage features. It also is highly significant to those who live and work in the area.

The SPS considers that the LionLink scheme is simply in the wrong location and the energy
should be delivered to a brownfield site close to the where the demand for this energy will
be required.

Yours sincerely,

Fiona Cairns IHBC MRTPI
Director



