SUFFOLK PRESERVATION SOCIETY CIO

CHARITABLE INCORPORATED ORGANISATION

Registration no. 1154806

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting
Little Hall, Lavenham

14 June 2024 6.30pm start

PRESENT: Geoffrey Probert President

TRUSTEES PRESENT: Robert Townshend Chairman
Karl Debenham Trustee
Jackie Ward Trustee

Thomas Seymour Trustee

IN ATTENDANCE: Fiona Cairns Director
Bethany Philbedge  Planning Officer
Julie Howe Minutes
Anna Forrest Intern

NOTE: This does not include the individual
members present or voting by proxy

1. WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed Members to the tenth Annual General Meeting of the CIO. He
welcomed Geoffrey Probert the Society’s President and those Trustees and members
present. The Chairman then confirmed that no apologies had been received and no proxy

votes were received.

2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None

3. PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS



The President thanked the Chairman for his introduction and further thanked RT and the trustees for
the efforts and time spent on behalf of the Society. He then went on to thank the Director and team
at the SPS. Their work is respected on all sides of the planning debates as voices that have earned
the right to be heard. He reported that this year we must say goodbye to two Trustees: Nicholas
Pearson a long standing trustee of some 12 years with the Society is retiring and Rachel Bunn. He
thanked them for their service. Finally he thanked SPS'’s first three Corporate Sponsors: Castle Acre
Insurance; Birketts and Reeman Dansie who had committed to supporting SPS’s work for five years,
each of them renowned in their respective sphere. The President also thanked Anna Forrest who has
been working with the team at Little Hall over recent months and is coming to the end of her
internship, for her valued contribution to the work of the Society.

Moving on to the work of the Society over the last 12 months he highlighted the scope and extent of
the teams’ work and their achievements including responses to 56 controversial or major planning
applications, 18 local & national planning consultations, including 6 responses to complex & highly
technical energy Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects. He congratulated the team on a
significant output from a small team that was batting way above its weight.

The Chairman thanked Geoffrey Probert for his thoughtful words and proceeded to the business of
the meeting. The Chairman went on to stress the need for members to spread the word about the
work carried out by the Society and encourage people to join to enable the Suffolk Preservation
Society to continue to fight pressures brought to bear, now more relevant than ever, in light of the
large number of National Significant Infrastructure Projects relating to energy being proposed
throughout our beloved county.

4. MINUTES OF THE 2023 AGM
Copies of the Minutes of the 2023 AGM had been circulated to Trustees and made available

to members via the website. The Chairman asked that they be formally approved as a true
and fair description of the meeting. The 2023 AGM minutes were approved nem. con.

5. TRUSTEES REPORT & STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2023
The Chairman asked for the Annual Report (attached to these Minutes) to be taken as ‘read’

being available to view on the Society’s website for the statutory period and for them to be
approved by the members. The motion was approved nem. con.

6. RETIRING TRUSTEES

RT thanked Nicholas Pearson for his long-standing efforts on behalf of the Society whilst in
post; likewise thanks to Rachel Bunn who has resigned her post due to her increased
responsibilities at the East Coast College in Lowestoft.

7. RE-ELECTION OF TRUSTEES



The Chairman (RT), in moving to re-elect en bloc Thomas Seymour and Simon Sturgis for a
further term of office in accordance with the Constitution, thanked them for their continued
support, and were duly re-elected. The motion was passed nem. con.

8. ELECTION OF NEW TRUSTEES

RT then proposed to elect William Dunn, his CV having been available on the website to
view in advance of the AGM, as a Trustee, having been co-opted to the board at the March
2024 CIO Trustees meeting. The motion was approved nem. con.

10. RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION

The motion was proposed by Thomas Seymour, by way of a “tidying up” exercise pertaining
to clauses 13; 15 (f) (g); and 16 as set out in the Agenda. This resolution required a 75%
majority in order to amend the Constitution which passed nem. con.

A further resolution also proposed by Thomas Seymour (by simple majority) to ratify all past
appointments of trustees under Claus 13(f) and subsequent election or re-election by
members at the general meeting. The motion passed nem.con.

11. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

The Director’s Annual Report (attached to these Minutes) was laid on the table and taken as
read but before moving on mention was made that the CIO had sought to achieve its
charitable Objects in two principal ways — by participating in the planning process
responding to Suffolk-based planning policy consultations, major or controversial local
planning applications, as well as national policy documents and — on shaping opinion of both
decision-makers and communities in regard to the threats and opportunities to Suffolk’s
heritage and countryside.

12. RE-APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

The meeting gave approval of the re-appointment of Walter Wright Chartered Accountants,
Hadleigh as auditors to the CIO, to hold office until the conclusion of the next AGM. The
motion was carried nem. con.

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None

The 2024 AGM closed at 6.50pm

END






